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Exploration and Colonization 
8.2 History. The student understands the causes of exploration and colonization eras. 

8.2(A) identify reasons for European exploration and colonization of North America 
Connected Knowledge and Skills 8.1, 8.3, 8.7, 8.12, 8.20, 8.23, 8.25 

8.3(A) explain the reasons for the growth of representative government and institutions during the colonial period 
8.7(C) analyze the impact of slavery on different sections of the United States 
8.12(B) explain reasons for the development of the plantation system, the transatlantic slave trade, and the spread of slavery 
8.23(A) identify selected racial, ethnic, and religious groups that settled in the United States and explain their reasons for immigration 
 

important words for concept development 

standard words new to grade level previously introduced words social studies terms 

8.2(A) 

religious tolerance* colonize/colonization* 
exploration 
fur* 
overpopulation* 
profit* 
trade* 

Europe/European* 
North America* 
France* 

8.3(A) 

exercise control* lawmaking structure* 
local and regional matters* 
representative government/institutions* 
self-government* 

Colonial period 
Great Britain* 
Mayflower Compact* 
town hall meetings* 
British Colonies* 
Parliament* 
King of England* 
“salutary neglect”* 
rights of Englishmen* 

8.7(C) 

upper and lower south* enslaved populations* 
plantations* 
slavery 
slaves* 

 

8.12(B) 

agricultural expansion* 
revenue* 
tariffs* 

cash-crop agriculture* 
profitability* 
slavery 
trade* 

plantation system 
transatlantic slave trade 
Colonial transatlantic trade* 
Colonies in America* 
European Countries* 
West African coast* 
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Exploration and Colonization (continued) 
 

important words for concept development 

standard words new to grade level previously introduced words social studies terms 

8.23(A) 
persecution* 
religious freedom* 

immigration* 
push/pull factor* 

United States 
Maryland Colony* 
Catholics* 

related vocabulary 
from supporting 

standards 
 

assembly* 
charter* 
church doctrine* 
commercial profit* 
development of… 
dissenting* 
establishment of… 
refuge* 
religious persecution* 
social contract* 
town meetings* 

church members* 
economic factors 
elected legislature* 
free blacks 
political factors 
religion 
self-government* 
slaves 
social factors 
voting rights* 

1607 
Jamestown* 
Plymouth* 
1620 
pilgrims 
puritans* 
New England* 
Massachusetts Bay Colony* 
Roger Williams* 
Anne Hutchinson* 
13 English colonies 
Mayflower Compact* 
Fundamental Orders of 

Connecticut 
the Virginia House of 

Burgesses 
Thomas Hooker 
Charles de Montesquieu 
John Locke 
William Blackstone 
William Penn* 
First Great Awakening 

 

other words related to the content 

appointed* 
communities* 
demand* 

joint ventures* 
natural resources* 

proprietary colonies* 
royal colonies* 

strict control* 
tradition* 

 
  














































