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Constitution 
8.15 Government. The student understands the American beliefs and principles reflected in the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and other 

important historic documents. 
8.15(A) identify the influence of ideas from historic documents, including the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, the Mayflower Compact, the Federalist 

Papers, and selected Anti-Federalist writings, on the U.S. system of government 
8.15(C) identify colonial grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence and explain how those grievances were addressed in the U.S. Constitution and the 

Bill of Rights 
8.15(D) analyze how the U.S. Constitution reflects the principles of limited government, republicanism, checks and balances, federalism, separation of powers, 

popular sovereignty, and individual rights 
Connected Knowledge and Skills 8.4, 8.7, 8.16, 8.17, 8.18, 8.19, 8.21, 8.25 

8.4(E) analyze the arguments for and against ratification 
8.7(C) analyze the impact of slavery on different sections of the United States 
8.16(A) summarize the purposes for and process of amending the U.S. Constitution 
8.17(A) analyze the arguments of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists, including those of Alexander Hamilton, Patrick Henry, James Madison, and George Mason 
8.18(A) identify the origin of judicial review and analyze examples of congressional and presidential responses 
8.19(A) define and give examples of unalienable rights 
8.19(B) summarize rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights 
8.25(C) analyze the impact of the First Amendment guarantees of religious freedom on the American way of life 
 

important words for concept development 

standard words new to grade level previously introduced words social studies terms 

8.4(E) 

ratification* individual freedoms* 
national government* 

Federalist* 
Anti-Federalist* 
Bill of Rights* 
Patrick Henry* 

8.7(C)  slavery  

8.15(A) 

 central government* 
historic documents 

Magna Carta 
the English Bill of Rights 
the Mayflower Compact 
the Federalist Papers* 
Anti-Federalist writings 
English Bill of Rights* 
Constitution* 
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Constitution (continued) 
 

important words for concept development 

standard words new to grade level previously introduced words social studies terms 

8.15(C) 

consent* 
grievances* 
provision* 

checks and balances* 
majority vote* 
treaties* 

Declaration of Independence* 
U.S. Constitution* 
Bill of Rights 
Presidential veto* 
Houses (of government)* 

8.15(D) 

due process* bill* 
checks and balances* 
delegated* 
federalism* 
individual rights 
limited government 

republicanism 

popular sovereignty 
separation of powers  
speedy trial* 
unreasonable search 

and seizure* 
veto* 

U.S. Constitution* 
Congress* 

8.16(A) 

 amending 
propose*  
two-thirds* 
vote* 

U.S. Constitution  
Congressional Houses* 

8.17(A) 

ratifying* arguments 
central government* 
opposed* 
supported* 

Federalists* 
Anti-Federalists* 
Alexander Hamilton 
Patrick Henry* 
James Madison 
George Mason* 

8.18(A) judicial review* Congressional responses 
Presidential responses 

Marbury v. Madison* 
Supreme Court* 

8.19(A) Unalienable rights:* life, liberty, and pursuit of 
happiness 

  

8.19(B) 

 guarantee* 
jury duty* 
summarize 
surveillance* 
violate* 

Bill of Rights* 
Freedom of the press* 
First Amendment* 
Fourth Amendment* 
Sixth Amendment* 
Constitutional Right* 

8.25(C) 

 guarantee* 
personal freedoms* 
religious freedom 
religious services* 

First Amendment* 
American way of life* 
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Constitution (continued) 
 

important words for concept development 

standard words new to grade level previously introduced words social studies terms 

related vocabulary 
from supporting 

standards 
 

populous states* civic duty* 
free press 
free speech 
jurors/juries* 
laws 
public issues 

religious freedom 
representation* 
responsible citizenship 
rules 
verdict* 
voting 

1787* 
Constitutional Convention* 
Great Compromise* 
New Jersey Plan* 
Virginia Plan* 
Three-Fifths Compromise* 
Articles of Confederation 
Supreme Court* 
Marbury v. Madison* 
Articles of Confederation* 
Congress* 

 

other words related to the content 

accountability* 
adequately protected* 
concur* 

functions* 
government abuse* 
judiciary* 

power divided* 
prosperous* 
reflected* 

speedy trial* 
stable* 
surrender power* 

 
  










































