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1.    KEY PEOPLE/ entities   
 

1. ALEXIS de TOCQUEVILLE – was a French political thinker and historian best known for his 

Democracy in America (appearing in two volumes: 1835 and 1840) and The Old Regime and the 

Revolution (1856).  His work is considered an early work of sociology and political science.  He 

was a classical liberal who advocated parliamentary gov’t, but was skeptical of the extremes of 

democracy. 

 

2. HENRY CABOT LODGE-  was an American Republican Senator and historian from 

Massachusetts. He was also a friend and confidant of Theodore Roosevelt. He had the role (but 

not the title) of Senate Majority leader.  Best known for his positions on foreign policy, especially 

his battle with President Woodrow Wilson in 1919 over the Treaty of Versailles. Lodge 

demanded Congressional control of declarations of war; Wilson refused and the United States 

Senate never ratified the Treaty nor joined the League of Nations. 

 

3. ALFRED THAYER MAHAN- U.S. Navy flag officer, geostrategist, historian, been called "the 

most important American strategist of the 1800s." His concept of "sea power" was based on the 

idea that countries with greater naval power will have greater worldwide impact; most famously 

presented in The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660–1783 (1890), had an enormous 

influence in shaping the navies across the world, especially in the U.S., Germany, Japan & 

Britain, causing a European naval arms race in the 1890s. 

 

4. THEODORE ROOSEVELT  - Republican, 26th President of the U.S., was known as the “trust-

buster” (busted many trusts), environmentalist (set up our first 5 national parks and wildlife 

reserves, enforced the “Square Deal, pushed  for the the Panama Canal, enforced the Pure Food 

& Drug Act, Meat Inspection Act & known as the “teddy-bear.”  Roosevelt first won his 

popularity in being the leader of the “Rough-Riders” during the Spanish-American War (1898).  

Known for expansionism for the U.S. through IMPERIALISM (violence) 

 

5. SANFORD B. DOLE- governor, lawyer, & jurist in Hawaiian Islands as a kingdom, 

protectorate, republic & territory. Serving as an enemy of the Hawaiian royalty & friend of the 

elite immigrant community, supported westernization of Hawaiian gov’t  

 

6. ANDREW CARNEGIE-  Scottish-American industrialist who led the enormous expansion of 

the American steel industry in the late 19th century. Popular  philanthropist of his era; his 1889 

article proclaiming "THE GOSPEL OF WEALTH" called on the rich to use their wealth to 

improve society and philanthropy. 
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7. J.P. MORGAN – controlled much of the finance and banking industry in the late 1800s and 

during WWI.  Morgan bought the Carnegie Steel Company and formed U.S. Steel. 

 

8. Cornelius Vanderbilt  - controlled many of the railoroads, during the “Gilded Age,” (late 1800s), 

also considered to be a “robber baron.” 

 

9. FRANCES WILLARD -American educator, temperance reformer, and women's suffragist. 

Influenced the passage of the Eighteenth (Prohibition/18th Amendment) and Nineteenth 

(Women Suffrage/ 19th Amendment). Became the national president of Woman's Christian 

Temperance Union (WCTU) in 1879. 

 

10. SAMUEL GOMPERS – leader of the biggest and most organized labor union of the late 1800s, 

the “American Federation of Labor, starting in 1881. 

 

11. TERRENCE POWDERLY- leader of the controversial labor union, the “Knights of Labor,” 

that were linked to the “Haymarket Riot/Affair, of 1886, when a bomb exploded killing police. 

 

12. Tin Pan Alley - name given to the collection of New York City music publishers and 

songwriters who dominated the popular music of the U.S. in the late 1800s and early 1900s, 

originally in Manhattan. It is now considered to be part of Manhattan's NoMad 

neighborhood and the Flower District. 

 

13. JACOB RIIS- Author of, How the other Half Lives; Studies among the tenements of New 

York (1890), was an early publication of poor/urban (city) living conditions in New York 

City Slums in the 1880s.  It served as a basis for future “muckracking” journalism by 

exposing the slums in New York City’s upper and middle classes. 

 

14.  Booker T. Washington -  was an African-American educator, author, orator, and advisor to 

presidents of the U.S. Between 1890 and 1915, Washington was the dominant leader in the African-

American community that pushed for educational and economic advancement in the black 

community.  

 

15.   IDA B. WELLS  - was an African-American journalist, newspaper editor, suffragist, sociologist 

and, with her husband, newspaper owner Ferdinand L. Barnett, an early leader in the civil rights 

movement. She documented lynchings in the United States 

 

16. W.E.B. Du BOIS -co-founder of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP) 1909, strived to gain equality for African Americans, through education & voting. Leader 

of Niagara Movement & the “Talented Tenth.” 
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17. UPTON SINCLAIR -  Famous  muckracker during the Progressive Era/ early 1900s. His novel, 

The Jungle (1906) exposed conditions in the U.S. meat packing industry, causing a public uproar 

that contributed in part to the passage a few months later of the 1906 Pure Food and Drug Act and 

the Meat Inspection Act. 

 

18. SUSAN B. ANTHONY  -American civil rights leader & feminist, played a pivotal role in the 

19th century movement for women’s suffrage (19th Amend). Co-founder of the 1st Women's 

Temperance Movement with Elizabeth Cady Stanton as President.  

 

 

19. JANE ADDAMS - Important reformer of the Progressive Era/early 1900s.  Helped turn the US 

to issues with the needs of children, public health, world peace and cleaner communities. 

Popular for starting settlement houses, to help out the poor/and or immigrants with cheap 

housing, reading & writing skills, day care and job skills. 

 

20. ROBERT LA FOLLETTE- “Progressive” governor of Wisconsin whom started reforms such 

as:direct primaries, direct election of senators/17th Amendment & workers compensation laws. 

 

21. JOHN J. PERSHING - General officer in the United States Army who led the American 

Expeditionary Forces in WWI. Pershing is the only person to be promoted in his own 

lifetime to the highest rank ever held in the U.S. Army—General of the Armies, since 

George Washington. 

 

22. ALVIN YORK  - Sergeant York, was one of the most decorated American soldiers in 

WWI.  He received the Medal of Honor for leading an attack on a German machine gun 

nest, this action occurred during the U.S.-led portion of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive in 

France. 

 

23. WOODROW WILSON  - President of the U.S. during WWI, claimed the reason why the 

U.S. entered WWI was to “preserve democracy”.  Popular for his 14 Points & the 14th 

Point calling out for a “League of Nations,” Became controversial with Senator Henry 

Cabot Lodge and Congress voted against it. 

 

24. WARREN HARDING – 29th Republican President of the U.S. from Ohio.  Harding is often reflected 

with the corruption of his “poker friends” called the Ohio Gang and the controversy linked to the 

Teapot Dome Scandal.   

 

25. HENRY FORD- American industrialist & founder of Ford Motor Company,  ``and sponsor of 

the development of the assembly line technique of mass production & he developed and 

manufactured the 1st affordable automobile, the Model T. 
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26. GLENN CURTIS- American aviation pioneer and a founder of the U.S. aircraft industry, He 

began his career as a bicycle racer.  Curtiss civil and military aircraft were predominant in the 

inter-war and World War II eras. 

 

27. LOUIS ARMSTRONG – was an African American jazz trumpeter, composer and singer who 

became one of the pivotal and most influential figures in jazz music, especially under the “Harlem 

Renaissance.” 

 

28. DUKE ELLINGTON – Another famous African American jazz musician and composer of the 

“Harlem Renaissance.” 

29. LANSTON HUGHES- famous poet and novelist, of the “Harlem Renaissance,” known for the 

poem, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers.” 

 

30. MARCUS GARVEY - Jamaican political leader of the Black nationalism and Pan-Africanism 

movements, to which end he founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association and African 

Communities League (UNIA-ACL) He founded the Black Star Line, part of the “Back-to-Africa” 

movement, in the 1920s. 

 

31. CLARENCE DARROW- American lawyer and leading member of the American Civil Liberties 

Union, best known defending John T. Scopes in the Scopes "Monkey" Trial (1925), in which he 

opposed William Jennings Bryan. 

 

32. WILLIAM JENNING BRYAN - leading American politician & a dominant force in the populist 

wing of the Democratic Party, running 3 times for the Presidency.  Popular as the prosecuting 

attorney, attacking the theory of evolution in the John Scopes Monkey Trial/1925.  

 

33. CHARLES A. LINDBERGH – famous American aviator that became famous in 1927, as he made 

the 1st Trans Atlantic Flight, across the Atlantic Ocean landing in Paris, France.  He used his fame 

to promote the development of both commercial aviation and Air Mail services in the United States 

and the Americas. 

 

34. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT – 32nd, and Democratic President of the U.S., known for bringing 

us out of the Great Depression through his 2 New Deal Programs with programs like Social 

Security Act, FDIC & CCC.  He was also our President during most of WWII. 

 

35. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT –  wife of FDR (Franklin D. Roosevelt), first lady known as the First 

Lady of the World" in tribute to her human rights achievements. A key figure in integration of 

African Americans in the military during WWII. 

 

36. PHILIP RANDOLPH- Influenced FDR to create the Fair Employment Practices Committee, to give 

minorities work in defense industries.  Also, became a key figure in the African American Civil 

Rights Movement, next to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 



37. OMAR BRADLEY – U.S. field commander in North Africa & Europe during WWII, & a General 

of the Army. From the Normandy landings of (D-Day)/“Operation Overload,” Bradley had of the 

largest body of American soldiers commanding all U.S. ground forces invading Germany from the 

west, 1.3 million men. 

 

38. DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER -   34th President of the United States from 1953 until 1961. He was 

a five-star general in the United States Army during WWII and served as Supreme Commander of 

the Allied Forces in Europe; he later became a Republican President of the U.S in 1953 (Cold 

War). 

 

39. CHESTER A. NIMITZ –   was a Fleet Admiral of the US Navy. He held the dual command of 

Commander in Chief, US Pacific Fleet (CinCPac), for U.S. naval forces and Commander in Chief, 

Pacific Ocean Areas (CinCPOA), for U.S. and Allied air, land, and sea forces during WWII. 

 

40. GEORGE MARSHALL - American military leader, Chief of Staff of the Army, Secretary of State, 

and the third Secretary of Defense.  Marshall served as the United States Army Chief of Staff 

during WWII and as the chief military adviser to President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

 

41. GEORGE PATTON  - general/ U.S. Army, best known for his command of the Seventh United 

States Army, and later the Third United States Army, in the European Theater of World War II, 

nicknamed “old blood & guts.” 

 

42. DOUGLAS MACARTHUR - five-star general officer and is the second highest possible rank in the 

U.S. Army. A special rank of General of the Armies during WWII, which ranks above General of 

the Army, does exist but has only been conferred twice in the history of the Army. 

 

43. WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS (W.A.C)- was the women’s branch of the U.S. Army, as it was the 

Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps. (W.A.A.C), directed by Oveta Culp Hobby. 

 

44. TUSKEE AIRMEN -   popular name of a group of 1st African-American military pilots during 

WWII. Formally, they formed the 332nd Fighter Group and the 477th Bombardment Group, but 

were still subject to the Jim Crow laws  as the American military was racially segregated. 

 

45. FLYING TIGERS -  1st American Volunteer Group (AVG) of the Chinese Air Force, during 

WWII, was composed of pilots from the U.S Army Air Forces, Navy, and Marine Corps, recruited 

& commanded by Claire Lee Chennault to  defend China against Japanese forces. 

 

46. NAVAJO CODE TALKERS – during WWII, around 400-500 Native Americans in the U.S. 

Marine Corps whose successful transmission of secret tactical messages through messages over 

military telephone or radio communications nets using codes built upon their native languages, to 

help break the Japanese code. 

 



47. HECTOR P. GARCIA- Mexican-American, surgeon, WWII, veteran, civil rights advocate, & 

founder of “American G.I. Forum”/Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944. 

 

48. VERNON J. BAKER - the only living African American veteran from the original seven to receive 

a medal of honor from President Clinton in 1997, for his valorous actions during WWII, for his 

actions on 1945 near Viareggio, Italy.   

 

49. HARRY S. TRUMAN – 33rd President of the U.S after FDR (Franklin D. Roosevelt) died. Had a 

key decision to drop the atomic bomb on Japan, ending WWII in August/1945.  He was our U.S. 

President during the start of the Cold War in 1945 against the Soviet Union. 

 

50. BABY BOOMERS- post WWII period (after 1945), when the number of annual births exceeded 2 

per 100 women, there was an increased in housing resources, agriculture & business, thus helping 

the U.S. economy prosper. 

 

51. ESTEE LAUDER  - manufacturer and marketer of prestige skincare, makeup, fragrance and hair 

care products. The company has its headquarters in Midtown Manhattan New York City the 

company began in 1946. 

 

52. JACKIE ROBINSON – In 1947, he became the 1st African American to play for the 

National/American Baseball League, when joining the Brooklyn Dodgers. 

 

53. MAO ZEDONG- In 1949, he led and started communism under the, “People’s Republic of China,” 

marking him, in history, as one of the worst and cruelest dictators in world history. 

 

54. JOSEPH McCARTHY - Republican U.S. Senator from Wisconsin & hired to find disloyal 

Communists, during Cold War but known for making false claims &  his project became known as 

the “witch-hunt project,” & became censored (disapproved). 

 

55. HO CHI MINH- After WWII, took over Vietnam and drove out the French, in 1954, whom had 

taken over Indochina.  He transformed Vietnam to Communism. 

 

56. NGO DINH DIEM- In 1955, established the first Republic of Vietnam (RVN) in South Vietnam, 

and fought against communism and Ho Chi Minh, as the U.S. supported him.  However, in 

November 1963, after constant religious protests and non-violent resistances, Diem was 

assassinated. 

 

57. “Beat Generation” - In the 1950s, a group of American post-World War II writers who came to 

prominence.  Their elements of "Beat" culture included rejection of received standards, 

innovations in style, experimentation with drugs, alternative sexualities, and rock music, which 

greatly influenced the “counterculture/ hippies.”  

 



58. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. – American pastor, humanitarian and leader of the Civil Rights 

Movement of the 1950s and 1960s, leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

(SCLC) and of the Montgomery Bus Boycott with non-violence. He won the Nobel Peace price but 

was assassinated in 1968. 

 

59. ROSA PARKS – Civil Rights leader, in 1955 she refused to give up her seat in a bus at 

Montgomery Alabama, which led the “Montgomery Bus Boycott” led by Martin Luther 

King Jr., she was arrested but set the stage for the Civil Rights Movement. 

 

60. GEORGE WALLACE  - American politician and governor of Alabama remembered for his Southern 

segregationist attitudes during the U.S. Civil Rights. 

 

61. ORVAL FAUBUS - known for his 1957 stand against the integregation of the Little Rock School District 

during the Little Rock Crisis, in which he defied a unanimous decision of the U.S. Supreme Court by 

ordering the Arkansas National Guard to stop African-American students from Little Rock Central 

High School. 

 

62. LESTOR MADDOX – He was against integration (he favored segregation) during the 1960s, when he 

was governor of Georgia. 

 

63. JOHN F. KENNEDY  - 35th, Democratic President of the U.S, during the Bay of Pigs Invasion, Cuban 

Missile Crisis, Space Race, African-American Civil Rights Movement, U.S. involvement in Vietnam.  He 

supported NASA. 

 

64. Congressional Block of Southern Democrats –representatives that were against Civil Rights reform 

changes that would help African Americans & minorities. 

 

65. ANDY WARHOL- was an American artist who was a leading figure in the visual art movement known 

as pop art.  His works explore the relationship between artistic expression, celebrity culture, and 

advertisement that flourished in the 1960s. 

 

66. SAM WALTON -Entrepreneur born in Oklahoma, best known for founding the Walmart & Sam's Club.  

1st Wal-Mart opened on July, 1962 in Arkansas. 

 

67. RACHEL CARSON- In 1962, published her book, Silent Spring, that revealed how industries were 

polluting water and soil, as her book started the environmental movement. 

 

68. BETTY FRIEDMAN  - leader of the  women's movement in the U.S, her 1963 book The Feminine 

Mystique is often credited with sparking the second wave of American feminism. In 1966, she 

founded and was elected the 1st president of the National Organization for Women (NOW), aimed 

for equality with men. 
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69. STOKELY CARMICHAEL- rose to prominence in the Civil Rights and Black Power movement of 1965, 

first as a leader of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and then as a member of 

the “Black Panther Party.” 

 

70. Black Panthers – Black revolutionary socialist organization founded by Huey Newton & Bobby Seale 

formed in 1966, founded mostly to protect black neighborhoods from police brutality.  Created a 10 point 

system & reached world fame through, “black power,” dissolved mostly in 1982. 

 

71. BARRY GOLDWATER - U.S. Senator from Arizona (1953–65, 1969–87) and the Republican Party's 

nominee for president in the 1964 election. An articulate and charismatic figure, during 1960s, known as 

"Mr. Conservative,” & for the resurgence of the American conservative  &  libertarian movement. 

 

72. PHYLLIS SCLAFLY -  known for her opposition to modern feminism and for her campaign against the 

proposed Equal Rights Amendment. Her book, A Choice, Not an Echo, was published in 1964 from her 

home.   

 

73. CESAR CHAVEZ -  Mexican American, farm worker, labor leader and & best well known civil rights 

activist, who, with Dolores Huerta, co-founded the National Farm Workers Association (later the United 

Farm Workers union, UFW.  Famous for his approach to unionism and the boycott on Californian 

grapes, made the farm workers' struggle a moral cause, to earn better wages & working conditions for 

migrant workers. 

 

74. DOLORES HUERTA -  labor leader and civil rights activist who, along with César Chávez, co-founded 

the National Farmworkers Association, which later became the United Farm Workers (UFW). 

 

75. GLORIA STEINEM- is an American feminist, journalist, and social and political activist who became 

nationally recognized as a leader and spokeswoman for the feminist movement in the late 1960s and early 

70s. 

 

76. THURGOOD MARSHALL – 1st African-American Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, between 1967-

1991.  Before becoming a judge, Marshall was a lawyer & a member of the NAACP.  He became famous 

for the victory in Brown v. Board of Education, a decision that desegregated public schools. 

 

77. BILLY GRAHAM  - American evangelical Christian evangelist, ordained as a Southern Baptist minister, 

who rose to celebrity status in 1949  for moderately conservative Protestants.  By the middle 1960s, he 

had become the 'Great Legitimator.'   By the middle 1970s, he was called, 'America's Pastor.' 

 

78. Counterculture/ “hippies” – were formed in the 1960s,  especially from the influence of the Beat 

Generation (of the 1950s), that rejected traditional values and embraced the “utopian ideal:”  the ideal 

of a society that was freer, closer to nature, and full of love, empathy, tolerance & cooperation. 
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79. ROY BENAVIDEZ  - Mexican-American member of the Studies and Observations Group of the U.S. 

Army. He received the Medal of Honor for his actions in combat near Lộc Ninh, South Vietnam on 1968, 

during the Vietnam. 

 

80. RICHARD  M. NIXON – 37th, Republican, U.S. President during 1969-1974.  The only President to resign 

in 1974, due to the Watergate Scandal. 

 

81. BILL GATES – former chief executive & current chairman of Microsoft, the world’s largest personal-

computer software company, co-founded with Paul Allen in 1975. 

 

82. RONALD REAGAN – 40th, Republican, U.S. President during 1981-1989.  His supply-side economic 

policies, dubbed "Reaganomics", supported reducing tax rates he also led the “War on Drugs,” 

throughout the 1980s. 

83. Heritage Foundation - American conservative think tank to "formulate & promote conservative 

public policies based on the principles of free enterprise, limited government, individual freedom, 

traditional American values, and a strong national defense" & took leading role in the conservative 

movement during  Ronald Reagan. 

 

84. Moral Majority - prominent American political organization associated with the Christian right can 

be traced to 1976 to the late 1980s when Jerry Falwell embarked on a series of “I Love America” 

rallies across the U.S. to raise awareness of social issues. 

 

85. SANDRA DAY O-CONNOR - 1st female justice of the U.S. Supreme Court appointed in 1981, President 

Ronald Reagan.  Federalist & a moderate conservative. 

 

86. MIKHAIL GORBACHEV- became the leader of the Soviet Union in 1985 as started “perestroika,” to 

allow some economic choices and “glasnost,” openness.  His reforms along with Reagan’s policies 

contributed to the end of the Cold War. 

 
87.   OPRAH WINFREY -  an American media proprietor, talk show host, actress, producer, and 

philanthropist. best known for her multi-award-winning talk show The Oprah Winfrey Show which was 

the highest-rated program of its kind in history from 1986 to 2011. 
 

88. ROBERT JOHNSON- American businessman, media magnate, executive, philanthropist & investor & 

founder of Black Entertainment Television, in the 1980s, first black American billionaire, in 2000. 
 

89. BILL CLINTON – 42th, Democratic, U.S. President during 1993-2001.  He signed NAFTA (North 

American Free Agreement).  Known for his scandal with Monica Lewinsky, President Clinton was 

acquitted (found not guilty) and left office with the highest approval ratings, as there was a budget 

surplus, during Clinton’s last 3 years of Presidency. 

 

90. Contract with America -by U.S. Republican Party during the 1994 Congressional election campaign, 

written by Newt Gingrich and Richard Armey & detailed the actions the Republicans promised to take 

if they became the majority party in the House of Representatives. 
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91. National Rifle Association of America (NRA) American nonprofit organization founded in 1871. 

Promotes firearm competency, safety, ownership, police training, marksmanship, hunting & self-defense 

training in U.S, became very controversial in the Clinton years, 1990s 

 

92. LIONEL SOSA - founder of Sosa, Bromley, Aguilar & Associates, now Bromley Communications, the 

largest Hispanic advertising agency in the U.S. An expert in Hispanic consumer and voter behavior. In 

2005, named “One of the 25 most influential Hispanics in America” by Time Magazine. 
 

93.   HILLARY CLINTON- 1st lady under Bill Clinton & Secretary of State for U.S. during 2009-2013. 
 

94.     BARACK OBAMA –44th, Democratic &  1st African-American President from 2009- 2016, from the 

2008 election against Senator John McCain, famous for “Obama-Care,” health-care legislation.   

 

95. SONIA SOTOMAYOR – 1st Hispanic justice in U.S. Supreme Court in 2011, by President Obama. 
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2. Key Terms 

1700s/ Foundations of Early American History 

1. Declaration of Independence – U.S. doctrine written by Thomas Jefferson in 1776, that declared the 

U.S. free from British rule. 

2. U.S. Constitution - U.S. doctrine that reflects on the foundational law written primarily by James 

Madison, and ratified (accepted) as the U.S. law in 1787. 

3. Bill of Rights –U.S. doctrine that consists of the 1st 10 amendments of our U.S. Constitution, ex., 

freedom of speech, religion, right to bear arms,*there are no voting rights in the Bill of Rights. 

4. “E Pluribus Unum” – Latin for “out of many, one,” is a phrase on the seal of the U.S. 

5. In God we trust – was adopted as the official motto of the U.S. in 1956 as an alternative or replacement 

to the “E Pluribus Unum.” 

6. Federalism–political system in which power is divided between national & state govt’s. 

7. Separation of powers –gov’t principle where power is divided among different branches. 

8. Check & balances – the system in which each branch of governments has the ability to limit the power 

of the other branches to prevent any from becoming too powerful. 

1800s/ Expansionism - Reconstruction 

9. Manifest Destiny – idea in the U.S. during the 1800s that  meant that the U.S. must expand its 

boundaries, “from sea to shining sea,” to the Pacific Ocean. 

10. Expansionism – throughout the 1800s American pioneers pushed west of the Appalachian mountains 

into Indian & Mexican territory, practicing “Manifest Destiny.” 

11. Nativism – a preference for native-born people & a desire to limit immigration. 

12. Spoils system – practice of handing out government jobs to supporters; replacing government 

employees with the winning candidate’s supporters, ex., this is what Andrew Jackson was practicing 

to help his supporters. 

13. Civil service reform –  another name for the “spoils system,” of distribution of office by the winners 

of elections to their supporters as corrupt and inefficient.  Andrew Jackson in 1829 began the 

systematic rotation of office holders. 

14. Impeach –to formally charge a public official with misconduct in office. 

15. Abolition – the immediate ending of slavery (13th Amendment). 

16. Emancipation – the act or progress of freeing enslaved persons. 

17. Confederacy – nation declared to have been formed by the southern states that seceded from the 

Union in 1860-1861. 

18. Homestead Act – U.S.  federal laws that gave Americans cheap or even free land under the condition 

that they had to produce agriculture averaging, 160 acres, started by President Abraham Lincoln & 

the Homestead Act of 1862. 

19. Transcontinental Railroad - opened in 1869 was made possible by the passage of Pacific Railroad 

Acts  & created a nation-wide transportation network that united the U.S. 

20. Reconstruction – the reorganization and rebuilding of the former Confederate states after the Civil 

War from 1865-1877. 
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Late 1800s/ “Gilded Age,” Industrialization/Immigration 

21. Laissez-faire –policy that gov’t should interfere as little as possible in the nation’s economy. 

22. Trust – a combination of firms or corporations legally formed, especially to reduce competition. 

23. Corporation – an organization that is authorized by law to carry on an activity but treated as though 

it were a single person. 

24. Monopoly – total control of a type of industry by one person or one company. 

25. Marxism – theory of socialism in which a class struggle would exist until the workers were finally 

victorious, creating a classless society. 

26. Political machine –organization linked to a political party (ran by “party bosses”) that often 

controlled local government. 

27. Nativism – a preference for native-born people & a desire to limit immigration. 

28. Chinese Exclusion Act – this law in 1882, banned Chinese immigration for 10 years and prevented 

the Chinese already in the country from becoming citizens; first law in American history preventing 

any form of immigration. 

29. Tenement– multi-family apartment, dark, over-crowded, & meeting minimum living standards. 

30. Americanization – causing someone to acquire American traits and characteristics. 

31. Imperialism – the exerting of control over another nation, through the use of force. 

32. Dawes Act – In 1887, U.S. gov’t divided up American Indian land, and divided it into different 

sections, and as to stimulate assimilation (Americanization) of Indians into the American 

culture. 

33. Populism – political movement founded in the 1890s representing mainly farmers, favoring  

* unlimited coinage of silver & government control of railroads and other large industries 

34. American Federation of Labor – largest and best organized labor union of the Gilded Age, led by 

Samuel Gompers. 

35. Knights of Labor – labor union, led by Terrence Powderly, linked to the controversial “Haymarkert 

Riot” of 1886, that killed several police officers. 

36. Collective bargaining – negotiation of wages and other conditions of employment by an organized 

body of employees. 

37. Pullman Strike – of 1894, was a nationwide railroad strike involved the American Railway Union 

against the Pullman Company that fought for better wages. 

38. Klondike Gold Rush – also called the “Yukon Gold Rush” or the “Alaskan Gold Rush” around 

100,000 prospectors came between 1896 & 1899 as gold was discovered in Alaska. 

39. Spanish-American War – War in 1898 between the Spanish and the Americans, won by the U.S. & 

gained, Guam, the Philippines & Puerto Rico. 

40. Yellow journalism – publications that are exaggerated & often untrue. 

Early 1900s/ “Progressivism” 

41. Progressivism– In the early 1900s, a movement aimed at solving political, economic, & social problems. 

42. Muckrackers – journalists who exposed corruption in business & politics. 

43. Panama Canal- U.S. took over this project in 1904 under President Theodore Roosevelt that, costs 

many lives to American & local workers due to malaria & yellow fever but greatly reduced the 

amount of time taken for ships to travel between the Atlantic & Pacific Oceans, enabling them to 



avoid the lengthy, hazardous Cape Horn route around the southernmost tip of South America via the 

Drake Passage or Strait of Magellan. 

44. Temperance – moderation or limitation alcohol. 

45. Social gospel - Protestant Christian intellectual movement, in the early 1900s that applied Christian 

ethics to social problems, especially issues on poverty, alcoholism, crime, racial tensions, slums, bad 

hygiene & child labor. 

46. Initiative-the right of citizens to place a measure or issue before the voters (introduce) for approval. 

47. Referendum- the practice of letting voters accept or reject measures proposed for laws. 

48. Recall- the right to remove unsatisfactory elected official from office. 

49. Open Door Policy – A policy that allowed each foreign nation in China to trade freely in the other nations’ 

spheres  of influence. 

50. Dollar diplomacy–President Taft’s policy that encouraged economic development in Latin America. 

 

World War I (1914-1918). 

51. Balkans Crisis - 2 conflicts that took place in south-eastern Europe (Balkan Peninsula) in 1912 and 1913, 

as 4 Balkan states defeated the Ottoman Empire in the first war; & Bulgaria, was defeated in the second 

war. Ottoman Empire lost nearly all of its holdings in Europe as Austria-Hungary was weakened, set 

stage for the Balkan crisis of 1914 & a prelude to WWI. 

52. Neutrality - "neutralist policy" is a foreign policy position wherein a state intends to remain neutral in future 

wars, or not take sides; to be caught in the middle. 

53. World War I (WWI)– war between 1914-1918 that would redraw national boundaries on three continents & 

shift the world balance of power, led by John J. Pershing. 

54. Selective Service Act – In 1917 required all men between 21 & 30 to register for the draft (WWI) 

55. Great Migration – During WWI, the massive population movement of African Americans from the south to 

the more industrialized north for better job opportunities. 

56. Victory bonds – during WWI, also called “Liberty Bonds,” were the most popular way Americans helped the 

U.S. government finance, thus pay for WWI by lending money (loans). 

57. Battle of Argonne Forest- last battle during WWI, fought until November 11, 1917, under the American 

Expeditonary Forces (AEF). 

58. Espionage Act of 1917 – law intended to especially prevent citizens in supporting U.S. enemies& in Schenck 

vs. the U.S the Supreme court ruled that the Act did not violate the freedom of speech. 

59. Sedition Act of 1918 – extended the restrictions of the Espionage Act of 1917, stating that people or countries 

cannot say negative things about the U.S. gov’t. 

60. Treaty of Versailles – formal agreement ending World War I as Germany was stripped of their military, had 

to pay 33 billion dollars in reparations & had to admit the guilt of starting WWI. 

61. Fourteen Points - given on 1918 by U.S. President Woodrow Wilson declaring that WWI was being fought for 

a moral cause and calling for postwar peace in Europe, laid out a policy (free trade, open agreements, 

democracy and self-determination 

62. League of Nations – international organization encouraged by President Woodrow Wilson, to create peace & 

avoid another world, was the Fourteenth Point under the “Fourteen Points.”  The U.S. didn’t become part of, 

since the Senate (higher house of Congress), under Henry Cabot Lodge thought it could lead the U.S. to another 

war. 
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“Roaring Twenties/ Jazz Age” (1920s) 

63. Eugenics- pseudo (false) science of  improvement of hereditary qualities of race or breed. 

64. Red Scare – After WWI, the idea that we did not trust the Soviet, but specifically the Communists, as we felt 

that they were spying and being disloyal to our country. 

65. Prohibition – 18th Amendment banning manufacture, transportation & sale of alcohol. 

66. Suffrage – the right to vote, ex. womens’ suffrage is the 19th Amendment. 

67. Immigration Quota Act of 1924 – also called the, “National Origins Act,” tightened the quota (number) policy 

of immigrants into the U.S. 

Great Depression (1929-1941) 

68. The Great Depression – period of economic hardship lasting from 1929-1941. 

69. Hooverville – shantytown patched together from discarded crates & cartons. 

70. Dust Bowl- included parts of the Great Plains (central states) especially Oklahoma & Kansas that were hit by 

drought & dust storms throughout the 1930s. 

71. Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act – of 1930, raised US tariffs on over 20,000 imported goods to record levels. 

72. New Deal – led by FDR, which created agencies aimed to help the U.S economy & people during the Great 

Depression. 

73. Tennessee Valley Authority – In 1933, by FDR’S 1st “New Deal,” helped provide navigation, flood control 

through dams & electricity generation at Tennessee. 

74. Wagner Act – also known as the “National Labor Relations Act of 1935,” signed by FDR’s New Deal Program 

to help people organize into trade unions & engage in collective bargaining for better pay and conditions at 

work, which eventually greatly reduced the unemployment rate. 

75. Fireside chats – direct talks by FDR through the radio to Americans to reassure them that the country is doing 

better and to restore confidence back into the government. 

World War II (WWII (1939-1945) 

76. Appeasement – the idea of Great Britain & France, that by giving in to the demands of Hitler, a war 

could be avoided. 

77. Isolationism – avoiding entanglements with other nations. 

78. Internationalism – FDR’s policy at the outbreak of WWII & before the U.S. entered that the 

continuation of trade between nations helps prosperity and decreases the chances of war. 

79. Lend Lease Act – In 1941, before the US entered WWII, the U.S. authorized the sale, lease (rent) & 

exchange of arms to any country important to its defense, ex., Great Britain. 

80. Attack at Pearl Harbor- December 7, 1941 attack at Pearl Harbor Hawaii by the imperial navy of 

Japan, in which more than 2,500 Americans died & became the leading cause of U.S. entrance into 

World War II (WWII). 

81. Executive Order 9066 – executive order by FDR (Roosevelt) when he ordered internment camps of 

tens of thousands of American citizens of Japanese ancestry & resident aliens from Japan. 

82. Internment Camps of Italian & German ancestry- refers to the internment of Italian & German 

citizens in the United States during World War II. Unlike the Japanese Americans who were interned 

during the war, they have never received reparations (money). 

83. Bataan Death March- a harsh 65 mile long march from about 78,000 American prisoners of war 

(P.O.W.) by the Japanese on Bataan to a Japanese prison camp. 
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84. Blitzkrieg – German’s “lightning war” which used highly mobile ground forces supported by dive-

bombers to punch holes in enemy defenses. 

85. Fighting the war on “multiple fronts”- during WWII, the fact that the U.S. had to fight a war in both 

Europe, against the Nazis & Fascists & at the Pacific, against the Japanese. 

86. Island hopping- strategy of capturing a few strategic Japanese-held islands & isolating the rest. 

87. Battle at Midway-during WWII, the turning point in the war at the Pacific, as the Japanese lost the 

heart of their naval fleet & the U.S. had helped stop the Japanese Advance. 

88. Holocaust – Nazi Germany’s systematic murder of at least 6 million especially Jews. 

89. D-Day/Invasion of Normandy/”Operation Overload”-the full-scale offensive against Nazi Germany 

during June 6, 1944 (D-Day), Allies landing on Normandy (northern France, from Great Britian) 

became known as “Operation Overload.” 

90. Liberation of concentration camps-on January of 1945, the Soviet first started to liberate the 

survivors from the concentrations camps of the Nazi Holocaust Regime. 

91. U.S. Office of War Information-Government information services of propaganda both at home and 

abroad (selling the war). 

92. Office of Price Administration – O.P.A. was originally to control money (price controls) such as 

rationing (cutting back/sacrificing) & buying ration books and/or coupons ex. Red and blue coupon 

points. 

93. War Productions Board – program set up by FDR that gave businesses priorities & goals to control 

the distribution of raw materials & to convert to war production. 

94. Rationing – limiting the products for the U.S.  troops overseas, ex., cutting back on meats & oils. 

95. War bonds- during WWII, they were especially called “E-bond” as they were the main source 

(lending of money) by the Americans to the U.S. to help out with costs. 

96. Victory gardens-Americans were encouraged to plant gardens at homes, schools etc..,, for the war 

effort, an example of rationing. 

97. Women’s Army Corps (W.A.C.) – was the women’s branch of the U.S. Army, as it used to be the 

Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps. (W.A.A.C.), directed by Oveta Culp Hobby. 

98. 2nd Great Migration - During WWII, the 2nd massive population movement of African Americans 

from the south to the more industrialized north for better job opportunities. 

99. G.I. Bill – “Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (G.I. Bill), a law that provided a range of benefits 

for returning WWII veterans like low-cost mortgages, low-interest loans, cash payments of tuition 

and living expenses to attend to education, founded especially by *** Hector P. Garcia.  

100. Manhattan project – teams of scientists that worked on a crash project to build an 

atomic bomb for President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR), before Hitler’s scientists did so, led by 

Oppenheimer 

101. Yalta Conference – a meeting of the Big Three (Churchill, FDR, & Stalin) in 1945 to 

plan for the post-World War II world. 

102. United Nations – in 1945, an organization formed after WW2 to fight tyranny and 

promote peace, security and economic development, often seen as a continuation of the League 

of Nations. 

 

 

 

 



 

Cold War (1945-1991) 

 

103. HUAC-House Un-American Activities Committee, formed in 1938 to investigate both 

 Communist & Fascist activities in the U.S. 

104. Venona Papers-started by the “Venona Project,” in 1946 that cracked the Soviet-spy-code & 

 the U.S. was able to confirm extensive Soviet espionage (spying). 

105. “Baby Boom Generation” - post WWII period (after 1945), when the # of  annual births 

 exceeded 2 per 100 women, there was an increased in housing, resources, agriculture & 

 business, thus helping the U.S. economy prosper. 

106. Berlin Airlift-During 1948-1949, for about 15 months, as a response to the “Berlin 

 blockade,” U.S. President Truman, sent food & supplies in airplanes to West Berlin. 

107. The Long Telegram - also known as the “X Article,” by George F. Kennan published in 

 1947. supported containment of the Soviet Union and strong anti-communism 

108. Truman Doctrine- by U.S. President Harry S. Truman to help countries of Greece & Turkey 

 from being “subjugated” (pressured) into turning into Communism. 

109. Marshall Plan-by Secretary of State, George C. Marshall, that aimed to help Western 

 Europe rebuild their economy so that don’t turn into Communism. 

110. NATO-North Atlantic Treaty Organization, in 1949, 12 countries formed an organization 

 aimed to help each other in case of an attack, especially from Communism. 

111. Warsaw Pact – (Opposite of NATO), as the Soviets formed this communist pact and allied 

 themselves with Eastern European countries. 

112. Desegration of armed forces - Executive Order 9981 is an executive order issued on  1948 by 

 President Truman, along with help from A. Philip Randolph abolished racial discrimination in U.S. 

 Armed Forces. 
113. Korean War- Between 1950-1951 the U.S. got involved in this war when North Korea 

 became Communist & attacked South Korea.  U.S. helped South Korea. 

114. Truman-MacArthur Controversy – during the Korean War, Pres. Truman fired General 

 MacArthur, for disobedience as he wanted to use nuclear weapons against China. 

115. McCarthyism – Senator McCarthy’s investigation for disloyal Communists to U.S.  became 

 a “witch-hunt,” search for disloyalty based on flimsy evidence & hysteria in the early 1950s. 

116. Sputnik- 1st  satellite launched into space, by Soviet Union, started the space race in  1957. 

117. Space race-race between U.S. & Soviet Union, after the Soviet’s launching of Sputnik. 

118. N.A.S.A. – National Aeronautics & Space Administration created in 1958 under President 

 Eisenhower, as part of the “space race,” to have the 1st man on the moon, etc. 

119. Containment-policy or process of preventing the expansion of a hostile power, example 

 controlling the spread of the “evils” of Communism. 

120. Arms race-race between the U.S. & the Soviet Union, after the Soviet Union launched the 1st 

 satellite into space in 1957, Sputnik. 

121. New Look – Eisenhower’s program that preferred to use federal funds in nuclear weapons 

 (“nuclear deterrence”) for inexpensive (cheap) defense spending, lowering the funding for 

 conventional (modern) military forces. 
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122. Massive retaliation – also known as massive response or deterrence, was a military, nuclear 

 strategy, even using nuclear weapons, especially under President Eisenhower’s “New Look” 

 Program. 

123. Convention & atomic weapons – build-up of modern & nuclear arsenal during the Cold War 

 by both President Eisenhower & J.F.K., that would be more efficient (cheaper) than a 

 “traditional” war with ground troops. 

124. Berlin Wall – a wall built in 1961, by the Soviet Union to divide East Berlin from the West, 

 was finally brought down in 1989, towards the end of the “Cold War.” 

125. Cuban Missile Crisis-During 1962, Kennedy announced that spy planes had taken aerial 

 photographs showing that the Soviet Union had placed long-range missiles in Cuba. 

Civil Rights Movement (1950s-1960s) 

 

126. rock and roll – a genre of popular music that originated and evolved during the late 1940s 

 and early 1950s, from a combination of African-American genres such as rhythm and blues, 

 boogie-woogie, jump blues, jazz, gospel music, with western wing and country music. 

127. Beat Generation – In the 1950s, a group of American post-World War II writers who came 

 to prominence.  Their elements of “beat” culture included rejection of received standard, 

 innovations in style, experimentation with drugs, alternative sexualities, and rock music, 

 which greatly influenced the “counterculture/hippies.” 

128. Geneva Accords of 1954 – was a conference among several nations that took place in 

 Geneva, Switzerland, in order to settle outstanding issues resulting from the Korean 

 War and discuss the possibility of restoring peace Indochina. 

129. “Pop Art” – art movement that emerged in the mid-1950s in Britain and the late 1950s in the 

 U.S., including famous artist like Andy Warhol.  Includes popular culture such as 

 advertising and news, & aspects of mass culture, like advertising & comic books. 

130. Motown –founded in 1959 & played an important role in the racial integration of popular 

 music as an African American –owned record label which achieved significant crossover 

 success. 

131. Montgomery bus boycott – the 1955-1956 boycott of the Montgomery, Alabama, bus system, 

 after Rosa Parks’ arrest, led by Dr. Martin Luther King to protest segregated seating. 

132. Interstate Highway System/Act – also known as the, “National Interstate and Defense 

 Highways Act,” of 1956, under President Eisenhower, for the construction of 41,000 miles of 

 the Interstate Highway System, that greatly reduced travel time across the country. 

133. “New Frontier” – JFK’s program that included:  job benefits, peace corps, equal pay for 

 women, aid to the  children of unemployment workers, increase in the minimum wage & 

 extending the space  programs, like NASA. 

134. Peace Corps – under JFK, a volunteer program that includes helping people outside the US 

 to understand American culture, and helping Americans to understand the cultures of other 

 countries. Volunteers help in education, business, technology, agriculture, and the 

 environment. 

135. S.N.C.C. – Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, was one of the most important 

 organizations of the Civil Rights Movement starting in 1960, played a major role in the sit-

 ins, freedom rides, 1963 March on Washington, Mississippi Freedom Summer. 



135.  Sit-ins –movement where blacks would go to whites-only lunch counters & peacefully demand 

 service. 

136. “Freedom riders” – were civil rights activists who rode interstate buses into the segregated 

 southern United States in 1961, and the following years to the segregated public buses. 

137. “I have a dream speech”-speech delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., on August 28, 

 1963 in which he called for an end to racism. 

138. “Letter from Birmingham Jail”- open letter written by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., on April 

 16, 1963 that defends the strategy of nonviolent resistance to racism. 

139. “The Great Society” – Lyndon B. Johnson’s (LBJ’s) social reforms for racial injustice, 

 addressed education, urban problems & transportation, it resembled the New Deal agenda 

 of FDR.   

140. “War on Poverty” – part of LBJ’s, Great Society that was aimed to help out the 

 impoverished (poor) through social programs like, Medicare, Medicaid & Head Start.  

141. Affirmative action – by J.F.K. (John F. Kennedy) favors disadvantaged groups, like 

 minorities, who suffer from discrimination, with special opportunities. 

142 Chicano Mural Movement- began in the 1960s in Mexican-American barrios throughout the 

 Southwest in city buildings, housing projects, schools, and churches to depict Mexican-

 American culture.  This movement was an  effort of Hispanics to reinvigorate their cultural 

 heritage.  

143 United Farmers Workers-  led by Mexican American, farm worker, labor leader and & best 

 well known civil rights activist,  Cesar Chavez whom, with Dolores Huerta, co-founded the 

 National Farm Workers Association (later the United Farm Workers union, UFW.)  Famous 

 for the approach to unionism and the boycott on Californian grapes, made the farm 

 workers' struggle a moral cause, to earn better wages & working conditions for migrant 

 workers, during the 1960s. 

144 American Indian Movement- (AIM) in 1968 Native Americans who viewed the government’s 

 efforts as too modest (limited) formed more militant groups whom employed a more 

 combative (aggressive) style.  Eventually throughout the 1970s, Native Americans did gain 

 notable gains such in:  education funding, land & water rights.  

Vietnam War (1961-1973) 

 

145.  Domino theory-U.S. belief that if 1 country falls to Communism, their neighbors will follow. 

146. Draft- about 1/3 of the U.S. troops during the Vietnam War were drafted, under the 

 Selected Service Act, but more troops were drafted during the presidency of Lyndon B. 

 Johnson, especially from 1965-1969. 

147 Role of the media- as Vietnam was the 1st war televised live, so the role of the media played 

 an important role shaping the “anti-war movement.” 

148. Credibility gap- the lack of trust or believability in the U.S. government. 

149.  Silent majority- unexpected large majority that don’t express their opinions  publicly. 

150 Anti-war movement- the movement when a lot of Americans protested the Vietnam War, as 

 many were called “doves” later better known as “hippies”. 

151. Doves – those that were against the Vietnam War, and wanted peace. 

152. Hawks – those that were supporting the Vietnam War. 
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153.  Escalation of forces- at the request of President Lyndon B. Johnson, the escalation of U.S. 

 forces, sent to Vietnam peaked on 1968. 

154.  Tet Offense-one of the largest military campaigns of the Vietnam War, launched in 1968 by 

 forces of the Vietcong against South Vietnam & the U.S. filled with surprise attacks. 

155. Détente - easing of strained relations, term is often used in general easing of the tensions 

 between the Soviet Union & the U.S. which began in 1969, as a foreign policy of U.S. 

 presidents Nixon &  Ford.   

156. 26th Amendment- lowered the voting age to 18, due to pressure from Americans 

157. Vietnamization- process of making South Vietnam assume more of the war by slowly 

 withdrawing American troops from Vietnam. 

158. Pentagon Papers – released in 1971 & showed how the  LBJ Administration  “systematically 

 lied, not only to the public but also to Congress,” on the Vietnam War. 

159. Peace with Honor- was a phrase U.S. President Richard M. Nixon used in a speech on 1973 

 to describe the Paris Peace Accord to end the Vietnam War, honorably. 

160.  Fall of Saigon-on April 30, 1975, when South Vietnamese resistance collapsed & North 

 Vietnamese marched into Saigon, the capital of South Vietnam, later named “Ho Chi Minh.” 

 

After Vietnam/ Into the “New Millenium” 1970 – 2008 

 

161   Environmental Protection Agency (E.P.A.) - In 1970, the U.S. gov’t took on the job of 

 setting and enforcing pollution standards, promoting research, and coordinating anti-

 pollution activities with state and local governments. 
162. Equal Rights Amendment (E.R.A.) – In 1972, fought discrimination against women in the 

 workplace. 
163. Endangered Species Act – In 1973, established measures for saving threatened animal 

 species. 

164. S.A.L.T - 2 rounds of bilateral talks and corresponding international treaties involving the U.S. 

 & the Soviet Union—the Cold War superpowers—on the issue of limiting & reducing armament 

 control, between 1969-1979. 

165. Camp David Accords - 14 months of diplomatic efforts by Egypt, Israel, and the U.S. that began 

 after Jimmy Carter became President that led directly to the 1979 Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty at 

 Camp David, Maryland. Sadat & Begin received the shared 1978 Nobel Peace Prize. 

166. Iran Hostage Crisis - diplomatic crisis between Iran & U.S. 52 American diplomats and citizens 

 were held hostage for 444 days from 1979 to  1981, after  the Iranian Revolution took over the 

 US Embassy in Tehran.  President Carter called the hostages "victims of terrorism and 

 anarchy." 

167   “Peace through strength” -ancient phrase in the idea that strength of arms is a necessary 

 component of peace. President Ronald Reagan used the phrase in political campaigning during 

 his election challenge against Jimmy Carter in 1980, as it was credited for forcing the Soviet 

 Union to lose the arms race & end the Cold War. 

168.  Reaganomics - economic policies promoted by U.S. President Ronald Reagan  the 1980s & are 

 associated with supply-side economics, referred to as trickle-down economics as they were aimed 

 to reduce: gov’t spending, federal income tax, capital gains tax, gov’t regulation, & tighten the 

 money supply in order to reduce inflation. 

169.  Marines in Lebanon - during the Lebanese Civil War of the Beirut  Barracks Bombings 

 (October 23, 1983, in Beirut, Lebanon) 2 truck bombs  struck separate buildings housing 

 U.S. and French military forces— members of the Multinational Force (MNF) in Lebanon—

 killing 299  American and French servicemen including 220 Marines of 1st Battalion  8th 

 Marines (Battalion Landing Team- BLT 1/8). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_M._Nixon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Peace_Accord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilateralism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_treaties
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superpower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_race
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_race
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt-Israel_Peace_Treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iranian_Revolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embassy_of_the_United_States,_Tehran
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tehran
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Carter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Carter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_President
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronald_Reagan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supply-side_economics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trickle-down_economics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_federal_budget
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_income_tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_gains_tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regulation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanese_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beirut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truck_bomb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_of_France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multinational_Force_in_Lebanon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Battalion_8th_Marines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Battalion_8th_Marines


170.  Iran-Contra Affair - political scandal in the U.S. in 1986 during the Reagan administration, 

 senior administration officials secretly facilitated the sale of arms to Iran, the subject of an arms 

 embargo (prohibition), U.S. officials hoped that the arms sales would release several hostages 

171.  Persian Gulf War -  between 1990  to 1991, codenamed “Operation Desert Storm”   was a war 

 waged by coalition forces from 34 nations led by the U.S. against Iraq in response to Iraq's 

 invasion and annexation of Kuwait.   

172.  Contract with America- by U.S. Republican Party during the 1994 Congressional election 

 campaign by Newt Gingrich & Richard Armey, mostly originates from the  Heritage Foundation 

 on shrinking the size of gov’t, lower taxes, greater entrepreneurial activity, tort & welfare 

 reform. 

173. Bush vs. Gore- the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision that resolved the dispute surrounding the 2000 

 presidential election & ruled that there was an Equal Protection Clause violation in using a re-

 count method in Florida, allowing for George Bush to gain the presidency. 

174.  9/11- series of 4 coordinated terrorist attacks launched by the Islamic terrorist group al-Qaeda 

 upon the U.S. in New York City and the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area on September 11, 

 2001, which resulted in the deaths of 2,996. 

175. Global War on Terror – known as Global War on Terrorism (GWOT) the term 1st used by 

 President George W. Bush as an international military campaign that started after the 9/11 

 attacks & resulted in an international military campaign to eliminate al-Qaeda with help from 

 other NATO & non-NATO nations like Pakistan. 

176.  Hurricane Katrina – catastrophic hurricane in New Orleans in 2005, due to the levee failiure. 

177.  2008 election- held on November 4, 2008. Democratic Party nominee Senator Barack Obama & 

 running mate Senator Joe Biden defeated Republican Party nominee Senator John McCain and 

 running mate Governor Sarah Palin, marking the 1st time an African-American, elected as U.S. 

 President. 
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3.    Key Concepts 
 

The following is the full text of the first 3 paragraphs of the Declaration of Independence: 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected 

them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature 

and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which 

impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.–That to secure these rights, Governments 

are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, –That whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying 

its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 

and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient 

causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to 

right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, 

pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 

to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.–Such has been the patient sufferance of 

these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of 

the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment 

of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been 

answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to 

be the ruler of a free people. 

 

Expansionism in the U.S. includes the migration westward, due to “Manifest Destiny”  (idea of the 

Americans spreading from the east coast to the west coast, throughout the 1800s. 
 

- In 1830, the U.S. passed the Indian Removal Act that dislocated many tribes especially the Cherokee, 

Creek & the Seminoles to reservations west of the Mississippi, under the orders of President Andrew 

Jackson, and the “Trail of Tears,” in the late 1830s. 

 

Economic impact of the Homestead Acts (starting in 1862) & the Transcontinental Railroad of 1869 

helped close the frontier (land close to a border [Mexico]), in the late 19th century (late 1800s) 

 

In 1887, the U.S. gov’t passed the “Dawes Act,” as it divided up American Indian land, and divided it 

 into different sections or “parcels,”  and as to stimulate assimilation (Americanization) of Indians into the  

American culture. 

 

Ever since the Gilded Age (late 1800s) & especially more in the 20th century (1900s), U.S. migration, moved 

from the rural (country) to the urban (city).  During both WWI & WWII, African Americans & Hispanics 

moved mostly from the south to the more industrialized north for better jobs during the “Great Migration.”  

However, during the 1970s, the migration was called “from the Rust Belt to the Sun Belt” as the economy 

around Detroit, Michigan (“Rust Belt”) suffered economically with manufacturing companies in 

competition, so migration moved towards the “Sun Belt” (southern states) in search of better jobs & a 

warmer climate. 
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- In the late 1800s, there was a growth of labor unions, like the *American Federation of Labor (AFL) 

led by Samuel Gompers, and the Knights of Labor, led by Terence Powderly  whom got a bad 

reputation as they were linked to the “Haymarket Riot.” Labor unions mostly fought for: 
-better pay, 

-better working conditions; and, 

-better job security 

 

The late 1800s (Gilded Age), the gov’t policy was “laissez-faire” which meant little or no gov’t intervention 

in business or “let the people do as they please”.  This produced a lot of CORRUPTION and a high crime 

rate.    Political machines ran by their party bosses, like Boss “Tweed,” along with 

 big businesses like trusts and monopolies took over. 

 

The Klondike Gold Rush between 1896 & 1899, also called the “Yukon Gold Rush” or the “Alaskan Gold 

Rush” around 100,000 prospectors came to Alaska in search of gold. 

 

The Spanish American War  of 1898 with the help of Theodore Roosevelt (leader of the U.S. cavalry of the 

“Rough Riders”) gave the U.S. a quick  victory over Spain as it became a “World Empire,” and a “Political 

Force in the World” and the U.S.  gained Guam,  Hawaii, Philippines & rights over Cuba. 

 

In the Gilded Age (late 1800s) & into the early 1900s (Progressives) the U.S. experienced political impacts 

from third parties like the “Populists,” which represented the interests of especially farmers & “unlimited 

coinage of silver.  The “Progressives,” which aimed at solving political, economic & social problems like 

the “muckrackers,” whom were journalists that exposed corruption, like Upton Sinclair whom wrote “The 

Jungle,” as a result Congress passed the Meat Inspection Act & the Pure Food & Drug Act. 

 

Key Cultural movements: 

In the late 1800s & early 1900s, Tin Pan Alley was a collection of New York City music publishers & songwriters 

of the U.S. in Manhattan, New York. In the 1920s, also in New York, flourished the Harlem Renaissance, as 

there was a large concentration of African-Americans in this part of New York that flourished with jazz music, 

arts & literature.  The Beat Generation was a group of American post-World War II writers who came to 

prominence in the 1950s.  Their elements of "Beat" culture included rejection of received standards, innovations 

in style, experimentation with drugs, alternative sexualities.  In the 1960s, elements of the expanding Beat 

movement were incorporated into the “ hippie” and larger counterculture movements.  The Chicano Mural 

Movement  also called the Chicano Civil Rights Movement, also known as El Movimiento, is an extension of 

the Mexican American Civil Rights Movement which began in the 1940s with the stated goal of achieving 

“Mexican American empowerment.”  Country & western music  comes from the South, in the 1920s & takes 

root from the southeastern genre of American folk music and Western music.  The term “country music” gained 

popularity in the 1940s in preference to the earlier term hillbilly music; it came to encompass Western music, 

which evolved to hillbilly music from similar roots, in the mid- 1900s. 

In the late 1800s–early 1900s, the Social gospel, the Protestant Christian intellectual movement, applied Christian ethics 

to social problems, especially issues  on poverty, alcoholism, crime, racial tensions, slums, bad hygiene & child 

labor,became popular especially amongst entrepreneurs like Andrew Carnegie whom believed in “Gospel of Wealth.” 

Key conservation (saving on the environment and/or animals) concepts: 

Theodore Roosevelt, the noted conservation president, had an impact on the national park system extending well beyond 

his term in office. As chief executive from 1901 to 1909, he signed legislation establishing 5 national parks.  The 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA.), which was created for the purpose of protecting human health and the 

environment by writing and enforcing regulations based on laws passed by Congress was proposed by President Richard 

Nixon.   The Endangered Species Act was passed in the 1970s. President Richard Nixon on December 28, 1973, to protect 

critically “endangered species” from extinction. 
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Panama Canal, built between 1905-1915 under delegation of President Theodore Roosevelt. During construction, 

there were thousands of casualties especially due the mosquito diseases of malaria & yellow fever.  It saved a lot of 

travel time when it came to trade with the “east,” Asia, since Americans didn’t have to go around the southernmost 

tip of South America,“Cape Horn,”,“Drake Passage”or Strait of Magellan. 

 

During the early 1900s,  stemmed the “Progressive Era,” as the country experienced a lot of progress in poverty, crime, 

education, health with an expanded democratic system.  The 3 Progressive Presidents were:  Theodore Roosevelt, William 

Howard Taft & Woodrow Wilson.  Both Roosevelt & Taft believed in the “dollar diplomacy,” which encouraged trade with Latin 

American, ***for the benefit of the U.S., like financial gains. 

 
-  The following are the causes of World War I  (WWI),  1914-1918: 

-assasination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, 

-spirit of nationalism (patriotism), 

-spirit of militarism 

-alliance system; and,        -naval race (between Germany & Great Britian) 

- Reasons for U.S. entry into WWI, 1917: 

-*unrestricted submarine warfare ( #1 reason), 

-Zimmermann telegram, 

-sinking of the Lusitania; and, 

-alliance system 

 

- During WWI, there was a “Stalemate  in the Western Front,” as Ally troops suffered a lot of casualties (deaths) and 

could not advance, as the Germans (enemy) inflicted heavy casualties with the machine guns. 

 
-The American Expeditionary Forces consisted of the U.S. Armed Forces sent to Europe in WWI.   They fought in France 

alongside French & British allied forces in the last year of the war, against Imperial German forces, especially on the Western 

Front of Europe like the last Battle at Argonne Forest in 1918. Some of the troops fought alongside Italian forces in that same 

year, against Austro-Hungarian forces. *** John Pershing was the general U.S. officer. 

 

  

Key technological innovations during WWI consisted of:  -machine guns, 

       -airplanes, 

       -tanks,       

-poison gas; &               *** - TRENCH WARFARE 

 

 

- Towards the end of WWI, U.S. President, Woodrow Wilson, wrote the “Fourteen Points”  declaring that WWI 

was being fought for a moral cause, like “preserving democracy” and calling for postwar peace in Europe, 

free trade, disarmament & freedom of the seas.  The last point, Fourteenth Point, called out for a “League of 

Nations which would became the 1st international organization whose principal mission was to maintain 

world peace; however, the U.S. Senate (part of Congress) didn’t become part of it mostly because of criticism 

by Senator, like Henry Cabot Lodge. 

 

 

Economic growth & prosperity of the 1920s, “Roaring Twenties” or “Jazz Age” were caused by: 

- Reduced taxes 

- Increased production efficiencies (cheaper goods & services) 

- President Warren Harding’s  (from 1921-1923) “Return to Normalcy” was his  promise was to return the 

U.S. to pre-world war mentality; without the thought of war tainting the minds of the Americans. 

 

 

Jazz music, originally African-American “rebellious” music, was largely evolved from Louie Armstrong, in New Orleans, 

it developed from ragtime & blues music and moved up to Chicago & eventually jazz music was diffused (moved) to the 

east & west coast, throughout the 1920s. 
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Causes of the Great Depression (1929-1941) 

- *Stock Market Crash   - Advantage of the Bull Market (“good” market) 

- Uneven distribution of wealth  - Decline in Exports & Sales (due to high tariffs) 

- Overspeculation   - Bank Failures (about 25% of U.S. banks closed) 

- Overproduction (of goods) 

 

The Federal Reserve System central banking system of the U.S., created in 1913, under the presidency of 

Woodrow Wilson.  The shifting trend from a gold standard to “fiat” (paper) money occurred when  in 1933 

when President Franklin D. Roosevelt outlawed private gold ownership (except for the purposes of jewelry). 

 

The Great Depression effects:  up to 25% of Americans were unemployed.  There was an increase in 

emigration (movement) of Mexicans & Europeans that went back to their native countries,,, as there was also 

repatriation (forced movement) of about 1 million Mexicans, forced to move back to Mexico, but about 60% 

were U.S. citizens. 

 

The Dust Bowl, hit the Great Plains (central states) during the 1930s, due to severe droughts & poor 

farming methods.  As many farms were covered with dust, a lot of farmers migrated (moved) to the 

west, especially to California for a better life. 

 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) set up 2 “New Deal Programs,” throughout the 1930s aimed to get 

the U.S. out of the “Great Depression” with programs like: 

- Federal Deposit Insurance Company- provides deposit insurance guaranteeing the safety of a depositor's 

accounts in member banks up to $250,000 for each deposit ownership category in each insured bank. 

- Securities & Exchange Commission- holds primary responsibility for enforcing the federal securities laws 

and regulating the securities industry. 

- Social Security Administration - provides benefits to retirees & unemployed, & a lump-sum benefit at death. 

 

 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) decided to devise the “court-packing plan” by trying to add more 

justices to the U.S. Supreme Court in promoting his New Deal programs, since he was frustrated with the 

defeats of passing his  laws & wanted to change the attitude of the Supreme Court. 

 

 

- The following are the causes of World War II  (WWII), 1939-1945: 

-invasion of Poland by Nazi Germany  *(started WWII) 

spirit of nationalism, 

-spirit of militarism, 

-naval race; and, 

-alliance system, 
*U.S. entered in 1941 after the attack at Pearl Harbor 

 

-Domestic & international leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) & Harry S. Truman was based on 

focusing on “internationalism” (trade with foreign  [international] countries) to help prosper the economy, 

create allies (political friends), thus avoid a war. 

 

 

- The attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, “a date which we will live in infamy,” (after FDR’s speech) when 

over 3,500 Americans, including innocent civilians, died at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, by the sudden and deliberate 

attack by the naval and airforce of Japan. 
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- U.S. Mobilization (getting ready) for WWII  (7): 

War Production Board –     Program, set up by FDR that gave businesses priorities & goals to control the distribution of 

raw materials  & to convert to war production. 

Rationing– (limiting) the products for our troops overseas,ex. cutting back on meat, oil, etc 

Victory gardens- Americans were encouraged to plant gardens at homes,etc.,,for the war effort. 

E-bonds– #1 source of bonds (lending of money) by the Americans to the U.S. to help out with costs. 

Cost plus–U.S. gov’t  would agree to pay a company the cost to make a product & guaranteed profits. 

“Rose the Riveter” –great symbol of the war campaign to hire women to do men’s work in factories  

U.S. Office of War Information –gov’t  info. services of  propaganda both at home and abroad (selling the war) 

 

-  Holocaust -catastrophe that killed at least 6 million people, especially Jews, by Hitler’s Nazi Regime, included 

concentration camps, which healthy individuals would work as slave laborers until they dropped from 

exhaustion, disease of malnutrition.  Extermination camps (attached to many concentration camps, like 

*Auschwitz,  executed in massive gas chambers. Soviets were the 1st to discover the camps & liberated survivors, 

in 1945. 

 

- Bataan Death March  - forcible 65 mile march by the Japanese from about 78,0000 American prisoners of war 

after the three-month Battle of Bataan in the Philippines, with high casualties, during WWII.  

 

- In 1944, Hector P. Garcia helped pass the G.I. Bill/  “Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, that provided a range of 

benefits for returning WWII veterans like low-cost mortgages, low-interest loans, cash payments of tuition & 

living expenses to attend to education, founded also to help Hispanic veterans from discrimination. 

 

- Fighting in the Pacific  - The Pacific Fleet (commanded by Admiral Nimitz) would advance to  Japan  by “Island 

hopping one island at a time.”  The Battle of Midway was a turning point in the wa at the Pacific, as the Japanese 

lost the heart of their naval fleet & the U.S. had helped stop the Japanese Advance. 

-  

- Major causes of the Cold War (1945-1991): 

- Europe & Soviet reparations demands from Germany,   

-- Soviet-U.S. conflict over Soviet control of Eastern Europe; and, 

  - U.S. fear of Communist control in the Middle East & Asia 

The HUAC, House Un-American Activities Committee, formed in 1938 to investigate both Communist & Fascist 

activities in the U.S.  In 1946 the U.S. military’s intelligence created the “Venona Project” that cracked the Soviets 

spy-code & the U.S. was able to confirm extensive Soviet espionage (spying) in the document, that was not made 

public until 1995, called the Venona Papers. 

The Long Telegram, also known as the “X Article,” formally titled "The Sources of Soviet Conduct", was an article 

written by George F. Kennan under the pseudonym "Mr. X" and published in Foreign Affairs magazine in July 

1947. supported containment of the Soviet Union and strong anti-communism. 

- Berlin Airlift – Between 1948-1949, for about 15 months, the U.S. send sent cargoes in airplanes to the people 

of West Berlin to help them with food, supplies, & medicine, as a result of the “Berlin Blockade,” by Joseph 

Stalin that cut off important resources like, food, medicine & electricity into West Berlin. 

-  

- The Truman Doctrine By U.S. President, Harry S. Truman to helped the countries of Greece & Turkey from 

being “subjugated” (pressured) into turning into Communism through help with food, supplies etc.. and the 

Marshall Plan by Secretary of State, George C. Marshall, that aimed to aid (help) Western Europe to that they 

don’t transform into communism, by helping them with money & rebuilding their economies. 
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- NATO – North Atlantic Treaty Organization formed in 1949, with 12 countries including the U.S. an 

organization aimed to help each other in case of an attack, especially from Communism. 

 

- In 1949, the Soviet Union detonated (exploded) their first experimental a-bomb, this prompted (started) the 

“nuclear arms race” between the U.S. & the Soviet Union.  Moreover, in 1957, the Soviet Union launched their 

first satellite, “Sputnik,” & that prompted the space-race, as the next year, the U.S. created,  N.A.S.A. (National 

Aeronautic Space Administration), to beat the Soviets to the moon. 

-  

- Between 1950-1951, the U.S. and the United Nations got engaged in the Korean War, as Korea was divided 

within the 38 degree line of latitude, then in 1950 Soviet controlled North Korea (Communist) attacked American 

supported, South Korea (non-Communist).  In 1951 peace negotiations began, in 1953 the war officially ended. 

 

Geneva Accords, conference among several nations that took place in Geneva, Switzerland in 1954. It was 

intended to settle outstanding issues resulting from the Korean War and the First Indochina War. 

 

-President Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961) preferred to use federal funds in nuclear weapons (“nuclear 

deterrence”) for inexpensive (cheap) defense spending, lowering the funding for conventional military forces, 

through his program called the “New Look.” 

- Investigation of Communistic disloyalty: 

-               Senator Joseph McCarty was given position to investigate communistic disloyalty as his investigation  

             became known as the “witch hunt” project called McCarthyism as his search for disloyalty was based on  

             flimsy evidence and hysteria. 

 

Pro       Prosperity in the 1950s 

- Throughout the 1950s, the economy was good as there was increased consumption (people 

buying goods or services) & growth of agriculture (farming) & business.  The U.S. also 

experienced the “Baby Boom”the post (after) WWII period when the # of annual births exceeded 

2 per 100 women 

 

During the Civil Rights Movement, (1950s - 1960s) Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. & his SCLC (Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference), used “NON VIOLENT RESISTANCE” to gain equality for African Americans.   He 

was assassinated on April 4, 1968 at Memphis, Tennessee & in the wake of King's death, journalists reported 

callous or hostile reactions from many parts of white America, especially in the south. 

 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott was a key event in the U.S. Civil Rights Movement led by Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., starting on December 1, 1955 until December 20, 1956, led from the arrest of Rosa Parks for refusing to 

give up her seat to a white man.  Especially African Americans boycotted (stopped using a service) the bus 

transportation system of Montgomery, Alabama, through rain, snow, sleet or cold, they car pooled, walked etc, 

This resulted in integration (unification of races) of the bus transportation.  

- After Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy (J.F.K.) became the next president, as his program called the “The New 

Frontier,” was aimed to increase aid (help) in:  education, health insurance, peace corps, education, elderly, 

migrant workers & a Department of Urban Affairs.  By far the most terrifying crisis of the Kennedy era, the 

Cuban Missile Crisis, occurred in 1962, as American intelligence send spy planes over Cuba and with aerial 
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photographs showed that the U.S. had placed long-range missiles in Cuba.  Kennedy ordered a naval blockade 

and ended up compromising with the Soviet Union by agreeing to remove the American Turkish missiles, at 

Turkey aimed for the Soviet Union. 

 

“Letter from Birmingham Jail” - Open letter also by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., on April 16, 1963 that defends 

the strategy of nonviolent resistance to racism, arguing that people have a moral responsibility to break on 

unjust laws.“I have a dream speech” – speech delivered also by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., in 1963 in which 

he called for an end to racism to an audience of over 250,000 on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial at 

Washington, D.C.   

 

Malcolm X, whom inspired Stokely Carmichael’s “black power” & the Huey Newton’s & Bobby Seales’ Black 

Panthers organization, didn’t believe in integration (unification of races). He believed in “BLACK 

SUPREMACY.” 

 
 

U.S. Involvement in Vietnam:  1961 – 1973 more than 50,000 U.S. troops died. In 

1961, South Vietnam signed a Military Economic Aid Treaty with U.S. leading to the 

arrival of U.S. support troops of the U.S Military Assistance Command, in 1962.  U.S. 

military aid to South Vietnam increased, especially after the U.S. Senate passed the 

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in 1964 at the request of President Johnson & escalated in 

1968.  In 1973  a peace agreement was signed. Last U.S. troops left until 1975. 

Controversy on the homefront during Vietnam:  About 1/3 of U.S. troops were drafted as controversy arose as many 

18-21 year olds had to sacrifice their lives, but couldn’t vote so the 26th Amendment lowered the voting age to 18.  As 

Vietnam was the first war televised live, the role of the media was significant.  Indeed there rose a “silent majority” 

as a large amount of Americans silently protested the war, yet there were many that did protest publicly, like “hippies/ 

doves” in the “anti-war movement.” 

Highlights on the battlefront of Vietnam:  “Gulf of Tonkin incident”  was a major assault by the Vietcong in 1964 on 

the U.S.   *Tet Offense - one of the largest military campaigns of the Vietnam War, launched on 1968 by forces of 

the Viet Cong against South Vietnam & the U.S filled with surprise attacks.  On, April, 1975, despite the 1973 peace 

agreement, between North Vietnam, U.S. & South Vietnam, North Vietnam launched an offensive against South 

Vietnam, as the U.S. refused to help South Vietnam.  South Vietnamese resistance collapsed & North Vietnamese 

marched into Saigon (capital of South Vietnam) on April 30, 1975, as Saigon Fell. Vietnam was reunified in 1976 & 

Saigon was named “Ho Chi Minh City” 

 

Chicano, American Indian, & women’s civil rights movement of the 1960s revolved in getting bilingual programs, 

political representation & better housing opportunities for Chicanos (Mexican-Americans).  The United 

Farm Workers Association (U.F.W.) led by Cesar Chavez & Dolores Huerta fought for better working 

condition & better pay for Hispanic migrant workers. For American Indians, through the American Indian 

Movement (A.I.M.) it was to get some of their land back and also for political representation. For women, via 

the National Organization for Women (N.O.W.), led by Betty Friedman fought for better job opportunities & 

equal pay.  In 1972, Congress passed the Equal Rights Amendment (E.R.A.)  that fought discrimination 

against women in the workplace. 

-President Lyndon B. Johnson’s (1963-1969) “Great Society” were  social reforms for racial injustice, such as the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 & Voting Rights Act of 1965, & addressed education, urban problems, & 

transportation, it resembled the New Deal agenda of FDR.  His other program  became known as the “War 

on Poverty,” as it was meant to eliminate poverty & created medical care like:   *** Medicaid & Medicare. 
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-From the “Rust Belt to the Sun Belt”- In the early 1970s, the economic boom of the Midwest, Northeast, & West 

slowed especially after WWII & after the wake of a globalizing economy & the oil crisis of 1973.  This 

destroyed communities & eliminated thousands of manufacturing jobs, like in Detroit, Michigan, the heart 

of the nation’s auto-manufacturing industry.  The region previously known as the heartland of American 

industry was transformed into America’s “Rust Belt,” as Americans moved to the South & West, especially 

California, for better job opportunities in agriculture & a warmer climate, known as the “Sun Belt.” 

 

-Pentagon Papers- America’s history of the political & military involvement in Vietnam, 1945 to 1967, released to the 

public in 1971. 

 

-Peace with Honor- was a phrase U.S. President Richard M. Nixon used in a speech on 1973 to describe the Paris 

Peace Accord to end the Vietnam War. The phrase is a variation on a campaign promise Nixon 

made in 1968: "I pledge to you that we shall have an honorable end to the war in Vietnam. 

 

-President Richard M. Nixon’s (1969-1974) policy of détente was the easing of strained relations, between the  

Soviet Union & U.S., as well as China & the U.S., began in 1969, also a foreign policy of President Gerald Ford. 

 

-Yom Kippur War of 1973 – known as the 1973 Arab-Israeli War, was fought by a coalition of Arab states led by 

Egypt and Syria against Israel, with Israel’s victory.  This war led to OPEC leading an embargo (stopped 

selling) oil to the U.S., and led to the rise of oil and gas, which also led to the 1973-1975 recession. 

 

-Ronald Reagan’s Reaganomics - economic policies promoted by U.S. President Ronald Reagan (1980-89) 

 were associated with supply-side economics, referred to as trickle-down economics as they were  

aimed to reduce: gov’t spending, federal income tax, capital gains tax, government regulation,  

& tighten the money supply in order to reduce inflation.  Reagan’s “Peace through strength” – 

ancient phrase in the idea that strength of arms is a necessary component of peace. President Ronald 

 Reagan used the phrase in political campaigning during his election challenge  against Jimmy Carter  

in 1980, as it was credited for forcing the Soviet Union to lose the arms race  & end the Cold War, as it was also  

symbolized by the tearing down of the Berlin Wall, in 1989. 

 

 

- The following (4) are the U.S. involvements  in the Middle East: 

Camp David Accords created the Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty by President Carter/Camp David, Maryland  1979. 

Iran-Contra Affair - political scandal  in 1986 during the Reagan administration officials secretly sold arms to 

Iran, in hope that the sale would secure the release of several hostages.  

Marines in Lebanon - during the Lebanese Civil War of 1983, members of the Multinational Force (MNF) in 

Lebanon—killing 299 American and French servicemen including 220 Marines. 

 
-The following (5) are the U.S. involvements in world affairs: 

Balkans Crisis - in 1912 and 1913, as 4 Balkan states defeated the Ottoman Empire in the first war & it  lost 

nearly all of its holdings in Europe as Austria-Hungary was weakened , this set the stage for the Balkan crisis of 

1914 &  was a prelude to WWI. 

Persian Gulf War - 1990 -1991, codenamed Operation Desert Storm by the U.S. against Iraq in response to Iraq's 

invasion & annexation of Kuwait.   

End of the Cold War - under Mikhail Gorbachev introduced the liberalizing reforms of perestroika 

("reorganization", 1987) as the Communist Party of the Soviet Union itself lost control & was banned, this led 

to the formal dissolution of the USSR 1991. 

9/11 terrorist attacks launched al-Qaeda upon the U.S. in New York City and the Washington, D.C. metropolitan 

area on September 11, 2001. 

Global War on Terror – known as Global War on Terrorism (GWOT) the term 1st used by President George W. 

Bush after the 9/11 attacks. 
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- Third Parties, like the “Independent Party,” led by Ross Perot, whom in the 1992 election, received 

18.9% of the popular votemaking him the most successful third-party presidential candidate in terms 

of the popular vote. The “Green Party,” founded in 1984 focus on social democracy &  

progressivism. 

 

 

Due to the levee failure in New Orleans,  during 2005’s Hurricane “Katrina,” it led  80% of New Orleans 

being flooded as thousands were forced to evacuate and many migrated to places, especially Houston, TX 

 

2008 election- Democratic Party nominee Senator Barack Obama & running mate Senator Joe 

Biden defeated Republican Party nominee Senator John McCain and running mate Governor Sarah 

Palin, marking the the 1st time an African-American was elected as U.S. President. 

 

 

Political scandals: 

Teapot Dome Scandal – was a bribery incident on illegally leasing (renting) U.S. Navy oil, between 1920-1923, 

during the presidency of Warren Harding. 

Watergate- major political scandal in 1972 of the break in at the Democratic Watergate Office Complex, as a 

result President Nixon was impeached (disapproved) & eventually he resigned as president of the U.S. 

Bill Clinton’s impeachment – On 1998, President Bill Clinton was impeached for perjury (lying on oath) & 

obstruction of justice.  He was “acquitted” (found not guilty). 

 

 

Roe vs. Wade of 1973, U.S. Supreme Court that legalized abortion, under the idea of “fetal viability.” 

 

Participating in the democratic process: 

Lobbying – the attempts to infuence or change the law. 

Non-violent protesting – the process of achieving goals using NO VIOLENCE, often associated with actions by 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Civil Rights Movement) 

Litigation – the actions brought in a court. 

Amendments – means a change, example there has been 27 changes or amendments to the U.S. Constitution. 

Participation in the democratic process affects our National ethos (set of ideals in which freedom includes the 

opportunity for prosperity and success, and an upward social mobility achieved through hard work 

Civic Responsibility – is the moral and legal responsibility that a citizen has. 

The idea of building a “more perfect union” (phrase in the U.S. Constitution of developing a better country). 

 

 

Effects of scientific discoveries & technological innovations: 

- Agriculture (example the cotton gin, reaper, thresher) 

- Electric power 

- Telephone & satellite communications 

- Petroleum based products 

- Steel production 

- Military 

- Medicine (example vaccines, like Jonas Salk invented the polio vaccine in 1952) 

- Computers & software (example Microsoft) 

*these have all contributed a lot to the GDP (Gross Domestic Product [amounts of goods & services produced 

per year} & the GNP (Gross National Product) of the U.S.  
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Space technology & exploration have improved the quality of life in the U.S. by making our lives safer, 

more eco-friendly, more comfortable and more productive.  The list of technologies originally developed for 

space that affect our everyday lives is mindboggling: GPS, cordless tools, medical and chiropractic 

diagnostic equipment, ceramic hair straighteners, oil spill clean-up materials, radiant barrier insulation, 

temperature-regulating clothing, nutrition supplements, water and air purification systems, lubricants, 

comfortable mattresses and hundreds of other inventions. 

 

Throughout the 21st Century (2,000s), the U.S. has expanded the usage of energy resources to support 

environmental conservation, for example: 

 Using hybrid-electric vehicles, 

 Creations of ethanol, for energy, 

 Solar energy, and; 

 Wind-power energy. 

 The following have impacted technological & management innovations (inventions) & their applications in the 

workplace: 

- Assembly line (example, Henry Ford, revolutionized this to mass produce the automobile) 

- Time-study analysis- technique for improving work methods. 

- Robotics- deals with the design, construction, operation, and application of robots. 

- Computer management- allows access to system tools into more specific operation of their computer. 

- Just-in-time inventory management - inventory management system based on placing smaller, FASTER, 

inventory orders. 

*have all resulted in productivity enhancement (increases) for business & labor 

 

Impacts of scientific discoveries, technological  innovations & their application via the FREE ENTERPRISE 

SYSTEM (system of having the freedom of running your own business): 

- Transportation (railroads, steamboats, automobile, airplanes) 

- Communication (telegraph, telephone, computers, satellites, internets, cell phones etc…) 

 

,,,these have all improved the nation’s productive capacity of its GDP & GNP & increased transportation 

& communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4.    Key Connections 
“Manifest Destiny” from  the  early 1800s     vs. Expansionism   &  Imperialism  of  the  late  1800s 

idea of the Americans spreading from the   As Americans fulfilled their “Manifest Destiny,” 

east coast to the west coast, was supported by:  they proceeded in expanding in the Pacific and beyond  

the Indian removal policies,    using “imperialism” taking over a land/region/or country  

railroads through the use of force, as was the case with the   

Homestead Acts,,,     annexation of Hawaii, and the acquisition of Guam & the  

All the way to the west coast of California   Philippines 

Then,,, (Expansionism through Imperialism)  -  *Open Door Policy,  Dollar Diplomacy & Panama Canal 

 

“Laissez Faire”of the Gilded Age (late 1800s ) vs.  Progressivism of the “Progressive Era”(early 1900s) 

meant little or no gov’t intervention in business   “Progressives,” were journalists like Upton Sinclair, 

or “let the people do as they please,”   whom wrote the best seller, “The Jungle,” & social 

 producing a lot of CORRUPTION     activists like W.E.B Du Bois whom co-founded the 

especially in business, when “big business”  NAACP (National Association for the Advancement 

had a lot of advantages over small business,  of Colored People) put pressure on the U.S. gov’t 

resulting in trusts and illegal competition.  for reform (change) to help the working class with 

*Peak of Immigration & Industrialization/  health inspections with food, protection for African- 

-tenements, political machines, power of big   Americans from “Jim Crow Laws” (segregation) etc.,, 
business, especially trusts, growth of labor unions, 

Jim Crow Laws, nativism, child labor, CORRUPTION. 

 

World War I (WWI) 1914-1918      vs. World War II (WWII) 1939-1941 

-Allies fought Germany, Italy & Austria Hungary   -Allies fought Nazi Germany, Italy & Japan 

 

-Main cause was assassination of   -Main cause was invasion of Poland by Nazi, 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand (1914)   Germany (1939) 

 
Other leading causes:  Nationalism   Other leading causes:  Nationalism, militarism, 

(extreme patriotism), militarism, Naval race  Naval race (between Nazi Germany & Great Britian) 

(between Germany & Great Britian) 

 

-U.S. entered in 1917    -U.S. entered in 1941 

main cause was “unrestricted   main cause was “Attack at Pearl Harbor” (by Japan) 

submarine warfare”(by Germany),,, 

other causes, Zimmermann Telegram, 

& the sinking of the Lusitania     

 

popular technology: trench warfare,  popular technology:  radar &  sonar (by British),  

machine guns, airplanes, tanks   &   blitzkrieg, “lightning war,” (by Nazi Germany), 

poison gas      advanced tanks like tiger tanks & hazard tanks, 
       aircraft carriers & the atomic bomb (by the U.S.) 

 

“Red Scare” (scared of the “Reds”/Communists)  “Red Scare”, led to the “Cold War” against Soviet Union 
led to the Palmer Raids, creation of the FBI 

Treaty of “Versailles” ended WWI   Treaty of “Versailles” ended WWII 

 

Prosperity of “RoaRing TwenTies” (1920s)  vs.  The “Great Depression” (1929-1941, mostly 1930s) 



Causes of prosperity:    Highlights: 
-laissez-faire policies     Stock Market Crash 
-low taxes,but high tariffs(tax on foreign goods)  Bank runs & failures up to 25% 
-innovations (inventions)    25% of Americans unemployed 
-rise of auto & other industries, with help   worldwide decline in trade 
 from assembly line     Dust Bowl & its migration westward 
-higher consumption of goods    Migration & repatriation (removal) of millions of 
-high investment in stocks    Mexicans especially back to Mexico 
       FDR’s 2 New Deal Programs 
Values:       -Social Security Act 
-“Red Scare”-fear of Communism    -Federal Deposit Insurance Company 
-Prohibition  (18th Amendment)    -Securities & Exchange Commission 
-Women’s suffrage (19th Amendment)  FDR’s “Court-Packing Plan” 
-Harlem Renaissance 
-Jazz music & its diffusion (movement) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Korean War (1950-1953)    vs. Vietnam War (1961-1973) 
  
-U.S. and the United Nations 

helped  South Korea fight     -U.S. helped South Vietnam fight 

Communistic North Korea    Communistic North Vietnam, 

       “Vietcong,” North Vietnam’s military 
       Leader- “Ho Chi Minh” 

 

-practicing containment    -practicing containment  

(controlling Communism) & the   (controlling Communism) & the 

“domino theory”     “domino theory” 

 
-increased intensity within    -1st war ever televised “LIVE” & impacted 

 the Cold War       the “anti-war movement” which led to the  

       “credibility gap” & war protests 

 

*Korea divided at the     Highlights: 

38 degree line latitude    -Gulf of Tonkin Incident (1964) 
       -Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964) 
       -Tet Offensive (1968) 
       -War Powers Act (1973) 
       -Fall of Saigon (1975) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



5.    Key Amendments 
1st  ten Amendments-  Bill of rights, “Unalienable 

Rights” (Rights that can not be 

taken away), civil libeRties, peoples’ 

rights FOR EXAMPLE Freedom of 

speech, press, religion,,, Etc..*  

5th AMENDMENT pRopeRty Rights by the gov’t 

including public domain (PUBLIC 

PROPERTY)      

10th Amendment               The powers not specified by THE 

                                               constitution nor Prohibited ARE 

        reserved to the states or people.       

 

13th amendment - abolishment /removal of slavery  

 

14th amendment-   Granted African-Americans 

      Citizenship   and  Due Process/ 

      “eqUal pRotection UndeR law” 

 

15th amendment-    granted African-Americans 

      The right to vote 

 

16th amendment-   granted congress right to  

      Collect income tax 

 

17th amendment-   Granted people the right to 

Vote directly towards u.s. senators 

 

18th amendment-   prohibited the production, sale, 

      Or transportation of alcohol 

 

19th Amendment-   Granted women right to vote 

 

20th amendment-   terms for the pres/ & vice president 

 

21st AMENDMENT -    LEGALIZED ALCOHOL 

 

24th Amendment-   made the poll tax illegal 

 

26th Amendment-   Lowered the voting age to 18  



6.    Key Civil rights acts 

 
Civil  rights act  of 1957-  Act  that  aimed  to  ensure 

That  All  African-Americans  

Can  vote 

 

Civil rights act of  1964- made segregation  illegal 

       In most places of public 

       Accommodations *reversed 

       Jim crow Laws (laws that 

       Started    segregation  

[separation  of  the  

Races]); 

       Made discrimination   in 

       Hiring practices   illegal. 

 

Voting rights act of 1965 - ended  discrimination  such 

         As the  literacy  tests, to 

        Help African-Americans vote. 

 

Civil rights act of 1968 -  ended  discrimination  in  

    Housing  Sales  &  rentals 

 

 



7.    KEY  court cases 

 
1. Plessy vs. Ferguson –In 1896, U.S. Supreme Court ruled on “separate but equal” facilities 

for African-Americans, stating that there can be equality with segregation. 

 
2. Brown vs. Board of Education- In 1954, the U.S. Supreme Court Justice Earl Warren 

delivered ruling in the landmark stating that segregation of public schools was a violation 
of the 14th amendment or illegal and therefore unconstitutional. This historic decision 
marked the end of the "separate but equal" precedent set by the Supreme Court nearly 60 
years earlier in Plessy v.Ferguson. Separate is NOT equal. 
 

3. Schenck vs. U.S. – U.S. Supreme Court decision concerning enforcement of the Espionage 
Act of 1917, during World War I.  
 

4. John Scopes “Monkey” Trial – In 1925, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that there should be 

no teaching of the “divine creation of man,” such as man evolving from animals, like the 

monkey. 

 

5. Sweat vs. Painter- In 1946, the U.S. Supreme Court under Chief Justice FredVinson wrote: 

"We hold that the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment requires that 

petitioner be admitted to the University of Texas Law School." Vinson wrote: "Whether the 

University of Texas Law School is compared with the original or the new law school for 

Negroes, we cannot find substantial equality in the educational opportunities offered white 

& Negro law students by the state.African-Americans cannot be segregated in Texas law 

schools, based on their race, as there won’t be equality in their educational 

opportunity. 

 

6. Mendez vs. Westminister -  In 1947, The California Supreme Court under Federal judge Paul 

J McCormick ruled in favor of Mendez and the co-plaintiffs. He found that '"the segregation 

of Mexican Americans in public schools was a violation of the state law"" and 

unconstitutional under the Fourteenth Amendment because of the denial of due process 

and equal protection. Thus, McCormick struck down systematic segregation in public 

schools in California. 

 

7. Delgado vs. Bastrop, I.S.D. – In 1948, Texas District Judge Ben Rice agreed that segregation 

of Mexican American students was not authorized by Texas law and therefore violated 

the equal protection of the law clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. Judge Rice issued an 

injunction against the state and the school districts forbidding further segregation of 

students of “Mexican or Latin descent.”   
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8. Hernandez vs. Texas- In 1954, The Supreme Court under chief Justice Earl Warren 
delivered the unanimous opinion of the court in favor of Hernández & ordered a reversal of 
the conviction. The Supreme Court accepted the concept of distinction between "white" and 
Hispanic, and found that when laws produce unreasonable & different treatment based on 
that distinction, the constitutional guarantee of equal protection is violated. “Mexican-
Americans & all other racial groups have “equal protection under the law,” under the 
14th Amendment to be properly represented, by a jury of their peers.” 
 

9. Tinker vs. Des Moines – In 1965, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that  armbands represented 

pure speech that is entirely separate from the actions or conduct of those participating in 

it, as students in Des Moines Iowa in Des Moines Iowa, wore black armbands to protest the 

Vietnam War. The Court held that students do not lose their First Amendment rights 

to freedom of speech when they step onto school property. In order to justify the 

suppression of speech, the school officials must be able to prove that the conduct in question 

would “materially and substantially interfere” with the operation of the school, in this case, 

the Court found that the school district did not violate the student’s 1st Amendment right to 

their freedom of speech, since they feared a possible disruption could occur. 

 

10. Miranda vs. Arizona – In 1966, the Court ruled that police must inform suspects of 

their rights during the arrest process. 

 

11. Edgewood I.S.D. vs. Kirby – In 1968, the TX Supreme Court unanimously ruled that state’s 
public school finance system was a violation of the Texas Constitution. Justice Mauzy 
wrote: “There are glaring disparities in the abilities of the various school districts to raise 
revenues from property taxes because taxable property wealth varies greatly from district to 
district. 
 

12. Wisconsin v. Yoder – In 1971, the Supreme Court ruled that children couldn’t be placed 

under compulsory (mandatory) education past the 8th grade, since parent’s right to 

freedom of religion outweigh the states’ interest in educating its children.   

 

13. White v. Regester – In 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that legislative districts for the 

Texas House of Representatives drawn by the Texas Legislative Redistricting Board 

are unconstitutional because the districts vary too much in population size and thus 

violate the equal protection of the law clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution 

 

14. Roe v. Wade – In 1973 is a landmark decision by the U.S. Supreme Court that legalized 

abortion, under the idea of “fetal viability,” using the privacy under the due process 

clause of the 14th Amendment.  This extended to a woman’s decision to have an abortion, 

but that this right must be balanced against the state’s two legitimate interests in regulating 

abortions; protecting women’s health and protecting the potentiality of human life. 

 

 

 

 



8.   Key Legislation (Laws) 
alexis   de   Tocqueville’s    5 values foR an effecTive consT. Republic: 

 Liberty -  Protection against tyrannical government AS THE biggest danger was the tyranny of the 
majority, & Americans are devoted to the rule of law. 

 Egalitarianism –  a SOCIETY OF EQUALS, EVENTHOUGH THERE IS DIFFERENCES.  
  Individualism  -  Americans belief of rising in society (the American Dream) 
  Populism -   Popular Sovereignty (Power to the people) especially by voting. 
  laissez faire –  belief ThaT gov’T should have a “hands off” appRoach To The economy 

 key value of Americans was that each individual was the best judge of his own interest.  
 
Chinese exclusion act of 1882- suspended Chinese Immigration for 10 yrs., but lasted until 1943. 
 
PENDLETON ACT- IN 1883, APPOINTED JOBS MORE FAIRLY BASED ON SKILL (EXAMPLE OF CIVIL SERVICE REFORM). 
 
Interstate commerce COMMISSION - of 1887 was a U.S. Federal Law that was designed to regulate the railroad 

industry, particularly its monopolistic practices. 

Sherman anti-trust act- in 1890 that prohibits certain business acTiviTies ThaT fedeRal gov’T regulators deem 
to be anticompetitive, and requires the federal government to investigate and pursue trusts. 

Open door policy- in 1899, proposed to keep china open to trade with all countries on equal basis, but rooted on 
ameRican desiRe To Take advanTage of china’s maRkeT. 

Pure food and drug act – In 1906 & 1st of a series of significant consumer protection laws  that led to the 
creation of the Food and Drug Administration. Its main purpose was to ban foreign and interstate traffic in 
adulterated or mislabeled food and drug products, enforced by President Theodore Roosevelt, after reading 
The Jungle, by upton Sinclair. 

Dollar diplomacy–In 1909,Under President taft was meant to make loans to Latin America & East Asia to. 
Rooted to promote (advance) commercial interests (money) for U.S. 

 clayton anti-trust – This law in 1913, was part of U.S. antitrust law  & sought to prevent anticompetitive 
practices like trusts. That regime started with the Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890, however the Clayton Act 
specified particular prohibited conduct  

Federal reserve act of 1913 - created and set up the Federal Reserve System, Under President woodrow Wilson, 

as the central banking system of the U.S. & legalized the U.S. Dollar & its legal means of currency (money). 

Espionage act of 1917 – LAW INTENDED TO ESPECIALLY PREVENT CITIZENS IN SUPPORTING U.S. ENEMIES & IN SCHENCK VS. 

THE U.S., THE SUPREME COURT RULED THAT THE ACT DID NOT VIOLATE FREEDOM OF SPEECH. 

SEDITION ACT OF 1918- DURING WWI, “people oR counTRies cannoT say negaTive Things abouT The u.s. gov’T. 

Immigration quotas–Law in 1924 that limited the yearly # of immigrants who could be admitted from any 

country to 2% of the # of people from that country who were already living in US., in 1890. 

American Indian citizenship act of 1924 - also known as the Snyder Act, proposed by Representative Homer P. 

Snyder of New York and granted full citizenship To ameRica's indigenous peoples, called "indians, “due To The 

Fourteenth Amendment (equal protection) 

SMOOT-HAWLY TARIFF ACT- In 1930, raised U.S. Tariffs on over 20,000 imported goods to protect American trade.  

This controversial act was the 2nd highest in history, as many economists felt that this helped impact and 

pRolonge The “gReaT depRession.” 
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seRvicemen’s ReadjusTmenT acT of 1944 (gi bill) known informally as the G.I. Bill, was a law that provided a 

range of benefits for returning World War II veterans (commonly referred to as G.I.s). Like: low-cost 

mortgages, low-interest loans, cash payments of tuition and living expenses to attend college, high school 

or vocational education. 

Equal pay act- in 1963, a federal law, aimed at abolishing wage disparity (difference) based on sex (males & 

females), aimed for women to get equal pay. 

Organization of petroleum exporting countries (OPEC [agreement]) In 1960 , oil cartel whose mission is to 

control the laws of oil-producing countries &  to secure a steady income to the member states and supply of 

oil to the consumers. 1970s, OPEC began to gain influence and steeply raised oil prices during the 1973 oil 

crisis in response to US aid to Israel during the Yom Kippur War 

Affirmative action - Started by JFK in 1961, favors  disadvantaged  groups, like minorities,  who suffer from 

discrimination, with  special opportunities. 

Gulf of Tonkin resolution (Vietnam war)  - This Law in 1964, gave President Lyndon B. Johnson (during the Vietnam 

War) power To “Take all necessaRy measuRes To Repel any aRmed aTTack againsT u.s. To pRevenT fuRTheR 

aggresson, after  the gulf of Tonkin incident. 

S.A.L.T - 2 rounds of bilateral talks  & international treaties  with the U.S. & the Soviet Union—the Cold War 
superpowers—on the issue of limiting & reducing armament control, between 1969-1979. 

Title   ix  -  Federal Law in 1972 that was  renamed the Patsy Mink Equal Opportunity in Education Act in 2002, 
that made it illegal to discriminate in  education on the basis of sex. helped impact women’s RighTs movement  

War powers act (Vietnam war) This Law in 1973 intended to check the president's power to commit the U.S. to an 

armed conflict without the consent of Congress.  This law limited the power of the president (in this case 

Lyndon B. Johnson). ***  Example  of checks & Balances . 

Community reinvested act of 1977 – U.S federal law designed to encourage commercial banks and savings 

associations to reduce discriminatory credit practices against THE POOR, known as redlining. 

BRADY BILL- In 1993, required more background checks for purchases of guns.  

***North american free trade agreement (NAFTA) 1993 agreement signed by Canada, Mexico, and the U.S., 

creating a trilateral rules-based trade bloc in North America.  

General agreement of tariffs and trade (GATT) was a multilateral agreement regulating international 

trade.  With the "substantial reduction of tariffs and other trade barriers .  This led to the  International 

Trade Organization (ITO). signed in 1947, lasted until 1994, replaced by the World Trade Organization in 1995. 

Usa patriot act of 2001 - From broad concern felt among Americans from both the 9/11 & the 2001 anthrax 
attacks,  Congress rushed to pass this law to strengthen security controls. 

American recovery and reinvested act of 2009 commonly referred to as the Stimulus or The Recovery Act, was 
an economic stimulus package enacted by the 111th United States Congress in February 2009 and signed into 
law on February 17, 2009, by President Barack Obama.  To respond to the Great Recession, the primary 
objective for ARRA was to save and create jobs almost immediately. Secondary objectives were to provide 
temporary relief programs for those most impacted by the recession and invest in infrastructure, education, 
health, and renewable energy 
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9.   Key critical thinking skills 

 

 When examining  & evaluating excerpts (pieces) 

of speeches, letters, political cartoons,  etc., 

always  READ EVERYTHING, including dates  

to determine, & draw your answer from the 

below criteria: 

 ***Also, try to figure out the answer first before 

reviewing the multiple choice selection.*** 

 

 

 Who? When? Where? What? Why? 

A 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

B 

  
 
 
 
 
 

   

A 

  
 
 
 
 
 

   

 



1. 

 

 
 

 
 

Which statement most accurately expresses the 
main idea of the cartoon? 
(1) American taxpayers hope the Marshall Plan will quickly stabilize Europe’s economy. 
(2) The Marshall Plan will limit Europe’s economic recovery. 
(3) Europe will not take advantage of the Marshall Plan. 
(4) The Marshall Plan will bankrupt the American taxpayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
2. 
 

                 
 

 
 
 
 
This cartoonist is expressing 
(1) support for new tariffs 
(2) encouragement for increased immigration 
(3) concern for environmental pollution 
(4) dissatisfaction with the power of big business 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
3.  

             
 
 
 
Which factor contributed most to the situation 
shown in the cartoon? 
 
(1) low tariff rates 
(2) shortages of consumer goods 
(3) nonregulation of banks 
(4) creation of a national bank 
 
 
 
 
4. In the early 1900s Samuel Hopkins Adams’ series of articles in Collier’s magazine and Upton 
Sinclair’s book The Jungle brought about legislation to correct –  
 
(1) cruelty to circus animals 
(2) abuses of child labor 
(3) corruption in the food and meat industries 
(4) communist influence in the federal government 
 
 
 
 



5. The use of robotics has revolutionized industry. Which is not true of robots in the work place? 
 
(1) Robots can teach themselves how to reason in order to perform tasks more efficiently. 
(2) Robots can handle toxic substances, preventing exposure to human workers. 
(3) Robots can lift and carry products without tiring and stopping. 
(4) Robots can be faster, more accurate, and more consistent than human workers. 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Phyllis Schlafly was an outspoken critic of the Equal Rights Amendment and organized the Stop-
ERA movements based on her philosophy of –  
 
(1) feminism 
(2) logic 
(3) anti-feminism 
(4) equal rights 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  The People’s Party, also known as the Populist Party, was created by farmers to help increase 
their political power and to work for legislation in their interest. Many were against the 
establishment of a third party for fear of –  
 
(1) undermining Democratic control in the South 
(2) Republicans losing ground in the South 
(3) disagreement between farmers and politicians 
(4) higher tariffs for farmers. 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Due to intensifying tensions by the arms race during the Cold War, the British and the Americans 
joined in a project to –  
 
(1) develop a secret code that be effective against any enemy. 
(2) develop an explosive device even more powerful than the atomic or hydrogen bombs. 
(3) decrypt Soviet-coded messages to determine communist plans and to locate spies. 
(4) invent a submarine capable of staying undersea for five years without resurfacing. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



10.   in a “nuTshell” all 4 caTegoRies (eoc) 
Reporting Category 1:  History 

- Issues & events in U.S. History 
o Declaration of Independence 

o Bill of Rights 

o U.S. Constitution 

 

- Historical points in U.S. History from 1877 to present 

-1800s – Expansionism  from  “Manifest Destiny” to “Imperialism” 

-late 1800s –Gilded Age/ Industrialization/Immigration 

-1898 - Spanish American War 

-early 1900s- Progressive Era 

-1914-1918 - World War I (WWI) 

-1920s – “Roaring Twenties”/ “Jazz Age” 

-1929-1941-  The Great Depression 

-1939-1945-  World War II (WWII) 

-1945-1991-  Cold War (U.S. vs. Soviet Union) 

-1950s – 1960s- Civil Rights Movement 

-1950-1953 – Korean War 

-1961-1973 - Vietnam War 

-2001 – September 11th, Al-Qaeda Terrorist Attack (9/11) 

-2005 – Hurricane Katrina devasted New Orleans/ levee failure 

-2008 – Election of 1st African-American President (Obama) 

Reporting Category 2:  Geography & Culture 
- “Manifest Destiny” and the push westward across the Great Plains (central states) 
- Klondike Gold Rush (migration to Alaska) 
- Migration (from rural/ country to urban/city) & Immigration 
- Tin Pan Alley (cultural center in New York/ late 1800s-early 1900s) 
- Social Gospel/ late 1800s- early 1900s, inspired people like Andrew Carnegie 
- Panama Canal (cutting travel time in trade, early 1900s) 
- Legal & illegal immigration 
- Harlem Renaissance (1920s in New York) 
- National Park System (under President Theodore Roosevelt) 
- Great Migration (during both WWI & WWII) 
- Dust Bowl (migration west, especially to California) 
- Political boundaries from statehood & international conflicts 
- Beat Generation (1950s) influenced the Counterculture/“hippies” (1960s) 
- During the 1970s, from the “rust belt to the sun belt” 
- Levee failure during Hurricane Katrina, 2005, its dislocation & evacuation  



Reporting Category 3:  Government & Citizenship 
 

New Deal legislation (laws):  

-Federal Depository Insurance Company, 

-Social Security Administration; and, 
-Securities & Exchange Commission 

 

Political scandals: 

-Teapot Dome (President Warren Harding) 

-Watergate (President Richard Nixon) 

-Bill Clinton’s impeachment 
 

3 branches of government & their relationship: 

- executive (branch of President, cabinet, enforces laws) 

- legislative (Congress, makes laws)  

- judicial (Courts/ interpret laws)  

    *** “ Check & balances”  keeps the power balanced  between the 3 branches * 
 

-Interstate Commerce Commission (I.C.C.) regulate interstate commerce/trade 

 

-FDR’s “Court Packing Plan” 

 
-Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (Vietnam, gave President a lot of power) 

 

-War Powers Act (Vietnam, removed a lot of the power from the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution) 

 

-election of 2000 between George Bush Jr. & Al Gore (controversy on ballot votes in Florida) 

 

- Key Amendments 

- Key Civil Rights Acts (4) 

- Key Court Cases (11) 

- Key Legislation (Laws) from the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882  
to the American recovery and reinvested act of 2009 

 

 ***   Alexis de Tocqueville’s 5 values: 

- Liberty 

- Egalitarianism 
- Individualism 

- Populism 

- Laissez-faire 

 

Expanding the democratic process: 

-lobbying 

-egalitarianism 

-individualism 

-populism 

-laissez-faire 

-non-violent protesting 

-litigation (court trials) 

-national ethos 

-patriotism 

-civic responsibility 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.txstate.edu/tsusgencoun/&sa=U&ei=2DJDU4mzAuOg2gXCtYCgBQ&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNGmqD1Ghkar-NaYJdrzeu8z1uOJvg


Reporting Category 4:  Economics, Science, Technology & Society  

U.S. economic growth from the 1870s to 1920:  Foreign Policies: 

- Transcontinental Railroad    Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 
- Homestead Acts (government offered cheap  Open Door Policy 

land grants for movement westward)  Dollar Diplomacy 
- Dawes Act      Immigration Quotas (limits)  
- Laissez Faire       
- Anti-trusts Acts 
- Interstate Commerce Acts 
- Pure Food & Drug Act 

 
Emergence of monetary policy in the U.S. 

- Federal Reserve Act of 1913 (under President Woodrow Wilson) 

- Shifting from a gold standard to “fiat” money in 1933 (under FDR) 
 

Economics developments between WWI & WWII: 

- President Warren Hardin’s “Return to Normalcy” 

- Causes of the Great Depression: 
-Stock Market Crash 

-Overspeculation 

-Bank Failures ,,, etc., 

     - Effects of the Great Depression 

  -25% Americans unemployed 

  -25% of bank closures 

  -Repatriation (removal) of Mexicans descents &  

    of Europeans 

- FDR’s New Deal Programs 
-Social Security Act 

-Federal Insurance Corporation 

-Securities & Exchange Commission 

      - Economic effects of WWII & the Cold War 

  -end of the Great Depression (with start of WWII) 

  -rationing (sacrificing/ victory gardens, etc.,) 

  -increased job opportunity for women & minorities  

      - Prosperity in the 1950s 

  -Baby Boom (after WWII, increased birth rates) 

  -GI Bill (Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944) 

  -Migration to cities 

- Growth of:  suburbs, highways, agriculture & business 

-“Rock n Roll” 

 

     - Increased defense spending, especially under the presidency of Eisenhower  

for nuclear weapons (arsenal), called the “New Look.” 

- President Kennedy’s “New Frontier” to help in education, migrant workers, elderly etc.,, 

- President Lyndon B. Johnson’s, “Great Society,” &  War on Poverty/ Medicaid, Medicare 

- U.S. International policies, like OPEC, NAFTA & GATT (legislations/laws) 

 

- Scientific discoveries & technological innovations       technological & management innovations 

-electric power      assembly line manufacturing 

-telephone & satellite communications  time-study analysis 

-petroleum - based products    robotics 


